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even the whole British Government for the Blue Streak fiasco. 
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What makes Gaitskell run? 


"EHERE is a sense in which it is wrong to blame individual Ministers or 


As we 


pointed out last week, Blue Streak is merely a spectacular example of a 


process that is happening every day: — 


missiles are hardly off the drawing 
board before they are obsolete. 


The obsolescence of particular weapons is 
not necessarily the result of a mistake. 
The present pace of the arms race makes 
it impossible for any decisions to be 
made with the certainty that- they will 
still be the right decisions in five years’ 
time. And when we add to this factors 
like the dependence of politicians on the 
advice of scientific and military advisers, 
and the feuds that have. developed be- 
tween the armed services, it is clear that 
it, is a compietely. mad system which 
guarantees a regular succession of 
fiascoes of the Blue Streak kind. 


The recent Commons debate about Blue 
Streak has diverted interest from this by 
suggesting that the weapon was unique. 
The debate has been much more reveal- 
ing about the attitudes of the Govern- 
ment and the Opposition to our present 
defence policy. ©The. Government has 
inevitably come off the lightest: It can 


and did hide behind a cloud of technical 
“We are 


and military responsibilities. 


looking © at« that 
weapon,’ we are 
asking the United 





denly announces that he has always 
doubted the value of the weapon and has 
consistently told the Government. of. his 
doubts. Then, in the course of the same 
speech in the recent debate, he says that 
the abandonment of Blue Streak has 
changed the situation completely—so 
completely that even the Opposition’s 
long held belief in the need for an in- 
dependent deterrent may have to go ! 


There is the same contradiction in Mr, Gait- 
skell’s attitude. In the Defence Debate 
on February 29 he said: “If we get into 
the situation . In which we had a 
littie difficulty with the Americans, and 
the Russians were threatening us. over 
some issue about which we felt strongly, 
I cannot help feeling that if the Russians 
knew that we had the power to. inflict 
fairly serious damage on them, it would 
be’ a factor that they would take into 
account.” 


In his speech in Leeds.on' May Day, Mr. 
Gaitskell said:, “The truth is we have 
never, committed ourselves to going. on 
indefinitely with our own, independent 
deterrent.” It is true, of course, that Mr. 
Gaitskeil and the other Labour spokes- 
men on defence have occasionally made 
qualifications about the need for an in- 


Demonstrators on Monday blocking the road to the Foulness 





atomic 


weapons plant. 


SIX MONTHS JAIL 
AT FOULNESS 


By tan Dixon 
JXIGHT MEN AND SEVEN WOMEN WERE ARRESTED ON MON- 
DAY FOR OBSTRUCTING THE ENTRANCE TO THE ATOMIC 
WEAPONS RESEARCH ESTABLISHMENT ON FOULNESS ISLAND. 


Two of them were fined £2 with three guineas costs and the others £5 
and three guineas at Southend (Essex) on Monday. 
All were required to be bound over to keep the peace for 12. months. 


All refused to pay fines and were given one month’s imprisonment. 


Two 


demonstrators, Jeffrey Holden and Mrs. Mary Pestel, reluctantly agreed for 
personal reasons to accept the binding over. 


The other 13 have an additional sentence 
of six months for refusing to be bound 
over. Their sentences wiil run concur- 
rently. 


At a meeting in’ London last Saturday | 


evening the demonstrators, 11 of whom 
had been sentenced to seven days imprison- 
ment the previous Monday (April 25), had 
finally decided to go back to Foulness and 
repeat the demonstration. - Earlier that 
afternoon a 60-strong march had made its 
way to Foulness, where a brief meeting was 
held. 

Demonstrators slept on the floor of the 
Co-op. Hall in Southend on Sunday night. 
Rising at 4 a.m., they travelled to the road 
block before Foulness Island. 


. © geeeee ee ee) Cee ees ree © Women ce hee 


deter the demonstrators, who placed a 
severe strain on police @resources—over 
£100 had been spent on dealing with, the 
demonstration. Police had been drafted 
from towns all over Essex. 


He recommended that the. ‘“ ringleaders ” 
of the demonstration be, ordered to pay 
50 guineas costs each. One of the defen- 
dants rose and asked the bench to allocate 
any penalties equally as they all shared the 
responsibility for the demonstration, There 
were no “ ringleaders.” 

Two of the demonstrators, Jeffrey Holden 
and Phoebe Willetts, made statements, one 
or both of which were endorsed by the 
others. Jetirey. Holden spoke as a school- 
teacher and father of two small children. 


‘ 


it is a compietely mad system which 
guarantees a regular succession of 
fiascoes of the Blue Streak kind. 
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The recent Commons debate about Blue 
Streak has diverted interest from this by 
suggesting that the weapon. was_ unique. 
The debate has been much more reveal- 
ing about the attitudes of the Govern- 
ment and the Opposition to our present 
defence policy. ‘The. Government has 
inevitably come off the lightest. It can 
and did hide behind a cloud of technical 


and military responsibilities. “We are 
looking at that 
weapon, we iare 


asking the United 
States about an- 
other weapon...” 
So the Government 
speakers argue. 
Only one clear fact 
emerges; for-. all 
the money that has 
been spent. since 
nuclear weapons 
were first manu- 
factured in Britain, 
the Government 
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GEORGE BROWN 


has not been able to give the country the 
kind of defence that-even it thinks would 
be efficient: 


The difficulties that the Opposition is in 
make one almost sympathetic towards it, 
It is not only the victim of a defence 
system over. which it has no control, it 
is also the victim of a Party over which 
it has less and less control. When Mr. 
George Brown pontificates “‘We in the 
Labour Party do not believe in unilateral 
nuclear disarmament” he is no longer 
sure how much of the Labour Party he 
is speaking for, or for how long. 


One’s sympathy soon disappears when one 
sees the contortions of the Opposition in 
the face of this situation. Mr, Brown, 
who has never been known as a serious 
critic of Blue Streak development, sud- 





Me situation NM Whienh Wwe mad a 
littie difficulty with the Americans, and 
the Russians were threatening us over 
some issue about which we felt strongly, 
I cannot help feeling that if the Russians 
knew that we had the power to. inflict 
fairly serious damage on them, it would 
be’ a factor that they would take into 
account.” 


In his speech in Leeds on May Day, Mr. 
Gaitskell said: “‘ The truth is we have 
never. committed ourselves to going on 
indefinitely with our own. independent 
deterrent.’ It is true, of course, that Mr. 
Gaitskeil and the other Labour spokes- 
men on defence have occasionally made 
qualifications about the need for an in- 
dependent deterrent. Politicians always 
make qualifications. But the main burden 
of their arguments has always been in 
favour of the British deterrent. 


It is perfectly clear that Mr. Gaitskell has 
abandoned his belief in the British deter- 
rent not because he has, changed. his 
mind. on policy, but.because he knows 
that if the Government were to abandon 
it before him he would be in an impos- 
sible. position. politically, _He might well 
be. defeated at the autumn Labour Party 
Conference.. He has’ therefore set out to 
forestall the opposition. 


From all these manceuvres and changes of 
position, one thing is becoming clear 
about our present political system. There 
is no room for an Opposition that merely 
disagrees with the Government on details 
of policy. Since such an Opposition is 
never in possession of all the facts it can 
never ‘seriously embarrass the Govern- 
ment. The Opposition that makes sense 
at present is an Opposition that rejects 
Government policy completely. Fortun- 
ately, in the anti-nuclear campaign we 
have the makings of such an Opposition. 
We need to develop that policy and we 
should not be diverted by the manceuvr- 
ing of politicians who are principally 
concerned. with gaining power. 


or six months for rerusing tO be DvOUNnd 
over. Their sentences wiil run concur- 
rently. 

At a meeting in London last Saturday 
evening the demonstrators; 11 of whom 
had been sentenced to seven days imprison- 
ment the previous Monday (April 25), had 
finally decided to go back to Foulness and 
repeat the demonstration. - Earlier that 
afternoon a 60-strong march had made its 
way to Foulness, where a brief meeting was 
held. 

Demonstrators slept on the floor of the 
Co-op. Hall in Southend on Sunday night. 
Rising at 4 a.m., they travelled to the road 
block before Foulness Island, 


Mareh in silence 


One hundred yards in front of the road 
block there was a final briefing of demon- 
strators who then marched in silence up to 
the barrier. Unlike’ thé previous demon- 
stration they stood at the side of the road 
and only squatted when a grey van ap- 
proached. The driver was a farmer and 
not connected with the AWRE, so the 
demonstrators allowed it—and a second 
vehicle—to pass. The third vehicle to 
arrive was driven by the Transport Officer 
of the AWRE, and this was blocked by 
squatting demonstrators. 

The police cautioned’ them and _ finally 
carried them bodily to waiting police vans 
which drove. off to the now familiar South- 
end Police Station. Supporting pickets held 
their banners aloft by the road block until 
the workers arrived. Some cheered deri- 
sively, one man spat, but most looked seri- 
ous and non-committal. 

Banners read in sequence: ‘‘ We Protest 
at the AWRE at -Foulness !)” “The 


_Americans Have Protested at Omaha!” 


“The French Have Protested ‘at 
coule ! ” 
test at Vorkuta !” 

Later in» Southend County 
those arrested pleaded ‘guilty. 


Mar- 


Court all 
Mr. TYSHi 


Jones, the Chief County Prosecutor, asked: 


the Bench for much stronger penalties to 


“We Urge the Russians to; Pro-., 


| severe strain on police #/resources—over 
| £100 had been spent on dealing with. the 

demonstration. Police had been drafted 
| from towns all over Essex. 


He recommended that the “‘ ringleaders ” 
of the demonstration be, ordered to pay 
50 guineas costs each. One of the defen- 
dants rose and asked the bench to allocate 
any penalties equally as they all shared the 
responsibility for the demonstration, There 
were no “ ringleaders.” 

Two of the demonstrators, Jeffrey Holden 
and Phoebe Willetts, made statements, one 
or both of which were endorsed by the 
others. Jeffrey Holden spoke as a school- 
teacher and father of two small children. 


“It is because of my desperate con- 
cern for their future and that of my 
pupils! and of all other children, that I 
am protesting against the manufacture of 
nuclear weapons at Foulness, ..; As we 
cannot vote against this immoral policy, 
and thus hope to change it by constitu-- 
tional means, civil disobedience is the 
only course left to us. 


Phoebe Willetts, mother of two, said : 
“Some of us, myself included, felt com- 
pelled to witness, as a follower of Christ, 
against the greatest evil of our day. 

Replying to these statements, Mr. Dennis 
Brown, chairman of the Bench, announced. 
“We are not concerned with the political 
issues involved, but with maintaining public 
order.” 


Oe ee ee pea ieee 2 


Outside the court supporters with banners 
cheered the prisoners as they weté led out 
to the waiting police vans. Smiling cheer-- 
fully, one of the prisoners tossed a letter 
to a supporter. It finished: “We are all 
 very.-happy.” 

In one way this was the end of “ Opera- 
tion Foulness.” But as one. supporter 
shouted into the Black Maria, “ Good luck, 
‘you've got four prisons to convert,” an- 
other promised: “ Your stand will be 
known thé? length and breadth of the 
country.’” 

(List of prisoners, page 5). 
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2.30 p.m. SATURDAY MAY 14 1960 


SPRING 
FAIR 


brand new produce at the Mahatma Gandhi Hall, Fitzroy Square, W.1. 
GALA ENTERTAINMENT at 8p.m. 


Followed by 


will be selling— 


LONDON REGION CAMPAIGN FOR NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT 


Tickets Is. 


Watch Peace News for further details 
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DOLCI FILM 
FOR HIRE 


URDER BY NEGLECT, Stephen 
Peet’s film about the work of 
Danilo Dolci in Sicily, is now available 
for hire from The Danilo Dolci Com- 
mittee, 29 Great James Street, London, 
W.C.1. 


The film (reviewed in PN March 11) was 
first shown on BBC Television on March 
6, and may be hired for 10s. 6d. plus 
postage. It is 16-millimetre sound, black 
and white, and lasts about thirty minutes. 


FooTNoTE: People or groups intending 
to hire films for private showing from 
Agencies or film companies should insist 
on a full statement of conditions of hire 
before advertising a programme, as there 
are often trade restrictions which may create 
unforeseen difficulties for private showings. 
This does not apply to the film above. 





Publications received 


MPPHE latest issue of Non-violence, 

the bulletin of the Non-violence 
Commission of the Peace Pledge 
Union, (6d. PPU) contains an article 
by Jayaprakash Narayan on “The 
Fundamentals of Democracy,” and an 
explanation of the work of the Gandhi 
Peace Foundation. 


Facts on Fall-Out, (6d.) the latest publi- 
cation of the Medical Association for the 
Prevention of War, gives a short readable 
account of present knowledge about the 
effects of fall-out. 


The Movement for a Pacifist Church of 
Christ. has just published What All Paci- 
fists Can Believe—some unpublished letters 
of William Wilson, the Quaker theologian. 
(4d) 





THE Jews IN ouR TIME by Norman 
Bentwich (Pelican 3s. 6d.) is an account of 
the development of Jewish life in the 
modern world. 


“ MLY strength is as the strength of 
ten 
Because my heart is pure.” 


Doubtless sensing the shape of things to 
come (and to go off) the poet must have 
had in mind the ever cleaner and purer 
H-bombs which Science now offers us, 
almost as regularly as its detergents offer 
us cleaner and purer tablecloths. 


(Do keep your grubby paws off the nice 
bomb, you children, and stop scraping the 
whitewash off it! The gentleman’s just told 
you, hasn’t he? It's white all the way 
through.) 


It is sad to reflect what a dirty business 
warfare used to be. Our rude forefathers, 
with Science to help them, could have been 
as gentlemanly in battle as we are today. 
“Death to the foe !” could have been so 
much sweeter if fragrant poisoned arrows 
had been used. To cleave an enemy to the 
chine, or even beyond, with a battleaxe of 
stainless steel would have left no ugly, tell- 
tale stains to be removed at close of play. 


Woodworm in the lance shaft, moths in 
the knightly banner, blots on the escut- 
cheon, rats in the rations—all could have 
been removed quickly and for less than a 
penny per day by modern scientific aids to 
politer battle, harmless alike to children 
and domestic animals (particularly cock and 
bull). 


Boiling lead could have been made avail- 
able in a wide range of twenty pastel 
shades. Teeth could have been knocked 
down the throat of the hated foe by the 
more genteel kiss-proof cudgel. That snap, 
crackle, pop in the troops’ breakfast cereal, 
so distressingly suggestive of the sounds of 
battle to war-weary nerves, could easily 
have been eliminated by Science, Boiling 
oil could have been made acceptable to all 
ranks, had it been available in the ten most 
popular flavours, 


Yes, our ancestors missed a lot, not hav- 
ing scientists at their service. True, many 
bishops tried to show the way to nicer 
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to take their tongues out of their cheeks. 
With such an inoffensive toy as the cleaned 
up H-bomb we can state clearly that we 
are disarmed, Any savage with a blow- 
pipe and poisoned arrows has us entirely 
at his mercy. 


No wonder that Russia attracts the 
tourists. _ Moscow, basking in the warm, 
friendly glow of our cosy Bomb, is going 
to be a healthier spot than London—over- 
shadowed by the rather smelly, unwashed 
Russian Bomb. 


However, we must not rest on our laurels 
now that our cleaner Bomb has emerged as 
a “deus ex (washing) machina.” We can 
press for still more refined warfare. The 
battle of flowers and the wars of the roses 
are all very well in their way, but the Army 
Regulations are in need of revision, In the 
interests of public hygiene and esthetics, 
for example, it seems desirable that troops 
be requested to wash their hands in 
lavender water before engaging in battle. 
And a declaration of war could be made 
in the language of flowers, such as: 


“ Deadly nightshade to you, Mr. Khrush- 
chev! ” 


“And Viper’s Bugloss to you, Ike—with 
hemlock.” 


WE SEE SRC 


By S. D. Smith 


“ A rolling stone, at present rolling 
round Ribblesdale, as the bus runs 
only twice a week, His longest re- 
corded spell of endurance in one 
occupation was the eleven years 
spent in acquiring a compulsory edu- 
cation, much of it now in voluntary 
liquidation. Also survived eight years 
at a children’s home during the war 
—when he was given unconditional 
exemption for refusing to attend the 
Tribunal, 


“ Has milked cows (to their everlast- 
ing regret and his); has wilted in hot- 
houses; wrecked window displays for 
a footwear firm, who only increased 
their. dividends after he left; has 
bathed a tiny baby (the night when 
terror greyed his hair). Now says 
aye or nay occasionally to some. 
dales-shattering proposition in the 
Rural District Council on which he 
serves to increase the rates, 


“Hobbies—Writing and looking for 
extremely rare letters of acceptance 
from Editors.” 
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On stage — Cato Manor 


From the War Resisters International News Service. 


FESTERING sore on the skin of 

Western Democracy, erupted into 
the newspapers, into the Security 
Council, and stirred a public. con- 
science usually too satiated with 
horror to more than bleat apologetic- 
ally at the perpetration of some new 
outrage. 


The outbreak of open hostilities—a long- 
predicted outcome of South Africa’s policy 
of apartheid or enslavement of coloured 
peoples—the defiance of the infamous pass 
laws and the sudden revelation of a fascist 
police state in the clear and relentless light 
of world publicity, generated apprehension, 
fear and despair everywhere. 


Amid the justifiable uproar a small but 
significant contribution to inter-racial under- 


tinuous impact throughout the 15 numbers 
he composed. But although he makes full 
use of the jazz and folksong media he 
never surpasses the tremendously effective 
opening. Dawn breaks over Cato Manor, 
and as the light seeps into the sprawling 
settlement an unaccompanied full-throated 
choir greets the new day. 


The play was sympathetically reviewed 
in three Durban newspapers, and in the 
words of one reviewer is “destined to be 
seen further afield.” 


In his preface to the programme of 
““Mkhumbane,” Dr. Denis Hurley, Arch- 
bishop of Durban, writes: ‘‘ We are grate- 
ful for an event that proclaims South 
Africa’s ability to rise above its divisions 
and distil a moment of artistic truth from 
the wealth of what is now considered South 


NOT SO DUSTY DEATH 


Peace Foundation. 


Facts on Fall-Out, (6d.) the latest publi- 
cation of the Medical Association for the 
Prevention of War, gives a short readable 
account of present knowledge about the 
effects of fall-out. 


The Movement for a Pacifist Church of 
Christ. has just published What All Paci- 
fists Can Believe—some unpublished letters 
of William Wilson, the Quaker theologian. 
(4d) 


THE JEWS IN oUR TIME by Norman 
Bentwich (Pelican 3s. 6d.) is an account of 
the development of Jewish life in the 
modern world, 











The latest PN Pamphlet 
FROM ARROWS 


TO ATOMS 
A Catholic voice on the 
morality of war by 


Ciaran Mac An Fhaili 
Price 4d. (postage 2d.) 
3s. 6d. a dozen, post free 


PEACE NEWS, 5 Caledonian Road, 
London, N.1. 





shades. ‘Teeth could have been knocked 
down the throat of the hated foe by the 
more genteel kiss-proof cudgel. That snap, 
crackle, pop in the troops’ breakfast cereal, 
so distressingly suggestive of the sounds of 
battle to war-weary nerves, could easily 
have been eliminated by Science. Boiling 
oil could have been made acceptable to all 
ranks, had it been available in the ten most 
popular flavours, 


Yes, our ancestors missed a lot, not havy- 
ing scientists at their service. True, many 
bishops tried to show the way to nicer 
nastiness by blessing the regimental colours, 
and the nobility backed them to the hilt 
by bashing bottles of bubbly over the bows 
of battleships. They did all they could to 
show the people what war should be like; 
a holy, joyous prelude to paradise, 


But Science was needed to complete the 
refining process, and to silence the sneers 
of the coarse-minded few who dared to 
apply filthy epithets to war. Now Science 
has given war a wash and brush up by re- 
casting the H-bomb in the réle of Snow 
White, a sweet little thing, almost incapable 
of falling out with anyone. So you can put 
back the dust sheets on the Peace Confer- 
ence table; tell the disarmament delegates 
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TOTAL ABSTINENCE 


a 
a | poster competition 


Have you got a good idea for a temperance poster? If so, you 
should enter for the Ansvar poster competition. First Prize is £200 
and the total prize list adds up to £450. Entry is free. Closing date 


is May 2nd, 1960. 


Write now for entry form and full details. 


ANSVAR INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED 


DEPT. P.N., 2 WHITE LION COURT, CORNHILL, E.C3 
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Council, and stirred a public con- 
science usually too satiated with 
horror to more than bleat apologetic- 
ally at the perpetration of some new 
outrage. 
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The outbreak of open hostilities—a long- 
predicted outcome of South Africa’s policy 
of apartheid or enslavement of coloured 
peoples—the defiance of the infamous pass 
laws and the sudden revelation of a fascist 
police state in the clear and relentless light 
of world publicity, generated apprehension, 
fear and despair everywhere. 


Amid the justifiable uproar a small but 
significant contribution to inter-racial under- 
standing, and to the art of the theatre, 
“Mkhumbane,” was launched across the 
footlights of Durban City Hall to an audi- 
ence of Africans, Europeans and Indians. 
Before the curtain went up the different 
nationalities had mingled and chatted and 
possibly dwelt on the grim thought that 
such a colourful gathering as this, unusual 
as it had been in the past, would be even 
more rare in the future. The show had 
been postponed from March 28 to Tuesday, 
March 29 because of possible danger to the 
cast, some of whom might in any case not 


have appeared on the official day of 
mourning. 
* 
“Mkhumbane’”’ is the African name for 


Cato Manor. The lyrics and story are by 
the talented and compassionate writer Alan 
Paton. He brings to the stage some of the 
restless energy and brittle atmosphere of 
this rough, tough corner of South Africa, 
in the news so many times lately as a 
centre of agitation and disturbance. 


The story is simple. A family is robbed 
of £50 when striving to send a son to a 
medical school. As the tragedy is unfolded 
so the lives and aspirations of the inhabi- 
tants of Cato Manor are projected on to 
the unsegregated screen of human experi- 
ence. There may be one law for the White 
in Africa and another for the Black, but 
truth is the same for both and it must be 
faced. 


More particularly, the play gives a 
glimpse of the part so-called ‘“ reference 
books” play in the lives of Africans, and 
demonstrates some of the difficulties, emo- 
tional and factual, entailed in following the 
example of Chief Luthuli, 


Todd Matshikiza’s music makes a con- 


never surpasses the tremendously effective 
opening. Dawn breaks over Cato Manor, 
and as the light seeps into the sprawling 
settlement an unaccompanied full-throated 
choir greets the new day. 


The play was sympathetically reviewed 
in three Durban newspapers, and in the 
words of one reviewer is “destined to be 
seen further afield.” 


In his preface to the programme of 
“ Mkhumbane,” Dr. Denis Hurley, Arch- 
bishop of Durban, writes: ‘“ We are grate- 
ful for an event that proclaims South 
Africa’s ability to rise above its divisions 
and distil a moment of artistic truth from 
the wealth of what is now considered South 
Africa’s insoluble problem, but what one 
day will be its greatest asset: the rich 
variety of its human resources.” } 






English people support 
Self-government 
for WALES 


Peace-lovers especially want freedom 
for All nations 
















write for 

WELSH NATIONALIST AIMS 
by Gwynfor Evans 

WHICH WAY TO FREEDOM? 
by Gene Sharp 

and tell of your support 


PLAID CYMRU 
(WELSH FREEDOM PARTY) 
8 Queen Street ~- Cardiff 


6d. 


“Is. 


Speedy and 
he!pful service, 


call or write 

HOUSMANS 
PEACE EDUCATION LITERATURE 
—aN current publications available. 


BOOKS OF ALL KINDS 
—titles not in stock obtained promptly. 


PERSONAL AND COMMERCIAL 
STATIONERY 


Writing materials, all kinds of envelopes, 
Biros, pencils, water colours, etc., etc, 


BIRTHDAY AND OCCASION CARDS 
‘Medici Range,'’ 4d. to Is. 4d. each, 6 
asstd. 4s. 6d. post free. 


HOUSMANS The Peace News Booksellers 
5 Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, N.1 








———By Sybil Morrisen 


CONSEQUENCE 
OR CONSCIENCE 


[nen 

‘We (the Labour Party) have never 
coinmitted ourselves to going on inde- 
finitely with our own independent deter- 
rent. but there is not a shred of 
evidence to suppose that if we disarmed 
unilaterally Russia and America would 
disarm too, . —Hugh Gaitskell, MP, 
May 1, 1960. 





@jINCE nuclear weapons have made 

any decision to fight a major war 
a decision, in fact, to destroy the 
human race, it is understandable per- 
haps that the language used to define 
military objectives should have under- 
gone some change. 


The reason given in the past for heavy 
production of armaments at any given 
moment was the necessity for defence. 
Governments: always declared that they 
must have the means with which to defend 
their national frontiers; later the objectives 
requiring such defence were altered to 
something less concrete than territory or 
frontiers, and became “freedom” or “ our 
own; way of life.” 

Since the advent of the A-bomb and the 
H-bomb yet another word has been intro- 
ducéd into the military vocabulary; nuclear 
weapons are not now called either “ arma- 
ments’” or ‘ defensive,” they are called 
“the deterrent.” In other werds it is no 
longer a question of fighting a: war supplied 
with; the best. possible means to do so, but 
of possessing the most colossal power of 
destruction in order that it should never be 
used. 

* 


In honesty it must be admitted that these 
totally destructive weapons have, in fact, 
been a deterrent, for there has quite clearly 
been, enough belligerency and provocation 
to have set off a war on several occasions 
during the last ten years, if it had not been 
for the possibility of destroying the whole 
world. 

This is, of course, not only an extremely 

recarious and dangerous way of attempt- 
ing to deter a war, but it is also an immoral 
one; the outcry for abandonment of nuclear 
weapons may be due, at least partly, to fear 


POLARIS SUBMARINE TO 
BE CHALLENGED 


Peace News Reporter 


WO meetings were held last weekend to discuss and plan a new radical 

~ demonstration this summer sponsored by the US Committee for Nonviolent 
Action, The project is concerned with the missile-launching nuclear submarine 
weapons system Polaris. 


The action will be in the area of New London-Groton, Connecticut—about 
120 miles north-east of New York City. The Electric Boat shipyards at Groton 
are under very strict security regula- 
tions and on a 24-hours-a-day produc- 
tion schedule. 


PUUTTITIUMIT TUL LLM TALL TO To COME Toa aa aT CUT 


On Saturday the project was discussed at 
two sessions by the General Committee of 
the New England American Friends Service 
Committee (Quakers), meeting at West Hart- 
ford, Connecticut. The following day the 
project’s planning committee met in open 
session at the AFSC library in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. 


The next decade 


Bradford Lyttle, National Secretary of 
the Committee for Nonviolent Action, 
writes : 


“Polaris is probably the most impor- 
tant weapons system in the collection of 
armaments on which the United States 
will be relying during the next decade 
for its capacity for massive. retaliation. 


“ Polaris is a very sinister development, 
for not only will this weapon make dis- 
armament immeasurably more difficult, it 
will also add a large new factor of in- 
stability to the arms race which will 
make accidental war much more likely. 





One of the leaflets being used to 


advertise the London rally on 
May 16 organised by the Fellow- 
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Dont let our 


beauty tade 


ihe OW iovely,” sang 

A choir — “ How 
lovely are the messengers 
that bring us the gospel 
of peace.” 


We are, of course, 
Beauty chorus, that’s us. 
A bunch = of _ lovelies; 
peaches all, with here and 
there a smasher, Portraits 
for pin-ups on application, I can hardly 
keep my eyes off the PN staff. As for me, 
I approach my shaving mirror daily with 
trepidation lest, like Shelley’s narcissus, I 
gaze on my eyes in the pool’s recess and 
die of my own dear loveliness. 





But our function is not solely decorative. 
You cannot say to us, as some poet said to 
some eyeful or other, “As rich and pur- 
poseless as is the rose, thy simple task is to 
be beautiful.” 


We've a job to do. I agree with Plato 
that the beautiful consists in utility and fit- 
ness for some good purpose. Our purpose 
is gospel bringing. It can’t be done for 
nothing and the cost of transport is con- 
tinually rising. 


Ravishing we may be, and easy on the ' 
eyes, but our vital statistics are purely 
financial. There is no gospel-bringers’ union 
to ensure a statutory minimum emolument. 
We rely on you. 


So let not our beauty fade, Don’t leave 
us to wither like the last rose of summer, 
or dismiss us as “too bright, too beautiful 
to last.” Help us to fulfil the destiny our 
beauty merits and be a joy for ever. Or at 
least until our gospel is accepted at the 
Summit. 

B, J. BOOTHROYD. 


Contributions since April 15: £25 14s. 
Total since Feb. 1, 1960: £388 Ss, 11d. 


We need £2,112. 


Anonymous contributions gratefully ack- 
nowledged : On March per CA, 5s.; Mal- 
don, £1. 


Please make cheques, etc., payable to 
Lady Clare Annesley, Treasurer, Peace 
News, 5, Caledonian Rd., London, N.J. 


of possessing the most colossal power Of 
destruction in order that it should never be 
used, 

* 


In, honesty it must be admitted that these 
totally destructive weapons have, in fact, 
been a deterrent, for there has quite clearly 
beer, enough belligerency and provocation 
to have set off a war on several occasions 
during the last ten years, if it had not been 
for the possibility of destroying the whole 
world. 


This is, of course, not only an extremely 
precarious and dangerous way of attempt- 
ing to deter a war, but it is also an immoral 
one; the outcry for abandonment of nuclear 
weapons may be due, at least partly, to fear 
of total destruction, but it is also due to 
moral repugnance to the indiscriminate 
slaughter of the innocents which is in- 
volved. 


When Mr. Gaitskell declaims at the 
dangers of unilateral disarmament he 
speaks as though there had been a demand 
within the Labour Party for total unilateral 
disarmament, and he calls the demand for 
nuclear disarmament “ pacifism.” This is 
just another instance of general difficulty in 
any language of changing meanings of 
words. 

He bases his argument against unilateral 
abandonment of “the deterrent” on the 
consequences of such an action and de- 
clares that there is no evidence that other 
nations will also abandon theirs if Britain 
should do so, as though someone had 
assured him that they would. 


* 


I do not know whether this is the argu- 
ment advanced by the supporters of nuclear 
disarmament in the Labour Party, but so 
far as pacifists are concerned, the conse- 
quences of unilateral disarmament are not 
the primary consideration. If it is con- 
sidered morally right to abandon arma- 
ments and refuse to accept the conception 
of war, then it remains right whatever the 
consequences. 


Clearly evidence of the consequences in 
this particular instance cannot be produced 
since there is no precedent on which to 
make a judgment; but a unilateral gesture, 
made not for reasons of expediency, which 
will undoubtedly be the Government’s 
reason if they do in fact abandon nuclear 
weapons, but based upon conviction that 
this, in conscience, is the only right thing 
to do must have a far-reaching and incal- 
culable effect. 

Whatever the result, pacifists are con- 
vinced that war and belief in war has led 
directly and inexorably to this situation, 
and that the only way to deal with it, and 
the only hope for the future of the world, 
is that it should be recognised that war is 
the culprit and that war itself must gc. 


armament immeasurably more duiiecult, it 
will also add a large new factor of in- 
stability to the arms race which will 
make accidental war much more likely. 


“Coming as it does when disarmament 
talks will be news, the Polaris project 
deserves the support of everyone who 


believes that peace can come only 
through non-violent means.” 
The CNVA_ recently moved to: 158 


Grand Street, Room 10, New York City 
13. N.Y. 





RADIATION DANGERS 


PROFESSOR J. ROTBLAT and 

Dr. Barnett Stross, MP, are to 
speak on Tuesday, May 17, at Caxton 
Hall, Westminster, to a meeting for 
doctors, nurses and all those interested 
in public health. 


The meeting has been organised by a 
group of nurses who feel that the time has 
come when those in the medical and nurs- 
ing professions who are deeply concerned 
at the ever-increasing danger to the public 
from unnecessary radiation should make 
their concern more widely known, 


The group intends to initiate and en- 
courage research into radiation dangers, to 
disseminate the results of such research 
through meetings, exhibitions, film shows 
and the press and to appeal to Parliament 
to take immediate action to bring about a 
permanent ban on nuclear tests and to in- 
troduce legislation to protect workers hand- 
ling radio-active substances where this pro- 
tection is inadequate, 


Acting secretary of the group is Jean 
McKechnie, SRN, Nurses’ Home, Guy’s 
Hospital, London, S.E.1, 





TALKING OF POLICY 


A prominent Senator recently estimated 
that our present stockpile of atomic 
weapons represented the equivalent of ten 
tons of TNT for every man, woman and 
child on earth. We seem to be preparing 
not for retaliation but for obliteration— 
Major General J. B. Medaris (Retired), 
former commander of the US Army Mis- 
sile Agency, April 20. 





One of the leaflets being used to 

advertise the London rally on 

May 16 organised by the Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation. 


Eve-of-Summit rallies 


in several countries 


T[HOUSANDS of window _ bills, 
posters and leaflets are being dis- 
tributed and displayed in and 
around central London in a major 
publicity campaign for the Albert 
Hall peace rally on Monday week, 
May 16. 


Speakers, including Dr, Martin Niemoeller, 
will urge that we plan for peace, not war. 


The meeting, organised by the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, is aimed principally at 
Christian opinion. Some 5,000 ministers 
in London and the home counties will 
receive a letter telling them about the 
meeting and urging them to attend with 
interested people from their church. 
5,000 follow-up letters are also being 
prepared. 


THE SPEAKERS 


That it is possible to plan for peace is 
being argued by Professor Charles Carter, 
Professor of Political Economy at Man- 
chester University; the Bishop of Llan- 
daff; the Rey. Clifford Macquire, of Glas- 
gow; the Rev. Dr. Edward Carpenter, 
Canon of Westminster; Mr, Eddie Burke, 
Adviser on Community Development, 
West Indies Commission in the U.K.; the 
Rey. Richard C. Wood, of Kingston; and 
Sister Marjorie Lewis. 


The Chairman will be the Rev, Professor 
Charles E, Raven, 

The rally, which is taking place on the eve 
of the “Summit” meeting, is one of a 
number being held in different countries. 
Definite plans are being made in Rome, 
Los Angeles, Toronto and Bremen say th- 
International Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion. 


Briefly 
The American Friends Service Committee 
(Quakers) spent $4,489,497 during 1959, 


including food, clothing, textiles and sup- 
plies valued at $1,262,349. 


beauty merits and be a joy for ever. Or at 
least until our gospel is accepted at the 
Summit. 

B. J. BOOTHROYD. 


Contributions since April 15: £25 14s. 
Total since Feb. 1, 1960: £388 5s, 11d. 


We need £2,112. 


Anonymous contributions gratefully ack- 
nowledged : On March per CA, 5s.; Mal- 
don, £1, 


Please make cheques, etc., payable to 
Lady Clare Annesley, Treasurer, Peace 
News, 5, Caledonian Rd., London, NJ. 





Tax refusers meet 
this Saturday 


TWO London meetings will be held 

tomorrow (Saturday) to plan a 
campaign of collective refusal to pay 
tax for “defence” and rates for 
“ Civil Defence.” 


The Direct Action Committee Against 
Nuclear War, which is calling the meetings, 
points out that about 30 per cent of the 
national budget is spent on_ so-called 
“defence,” 


“Every time we pay income tax,” says 
the Committee, ‘we are helping our Goy- 
ernment to stock up yet more lethal 
weapons which may one day be used in 
our name to annihilate millions of innocent 
people, 


Hoodwink plot 


“So long as we go on paying for ‘ Civil 
Defence’ we are being party to a Govern- 
ment plot to hoodwink the general public 
into believing that white-washing windows 
will save them from H-bomb blast.” 


The meetings are being held at Student 
Movement House, Gower Street, W.C.1. 

» the morning session (10-1.0) anyone is 
invited who is thinking of refusing rates 
for Civil Defence or suing local Councils 
for misappropriation of public funds, 


Income Tax refusers will assemble at the 
same address in the afternoon (2.30-5.30). 
The Committee stresses that this meeting is 
open to anyone, whether on Pay-As-You- 
Earn or not, 


The 
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* Defence’ jargon 
bey THE deterrent,” “ counterforce,” “ viable means 
of delivery,” “second punch potential”: it 
is these and terms of similar character that run 
through the Commons debate on the decision that 
has been taken on what is called the “ Blue 
Streak,” and through all the other Parliamentary 
discussions on the preparations that go by the 
name of “ defence.” 


Many of these terms, of course, serve the purpose of a 
‘kind of shorthand that enables speakers to convey their 
meaning about complicated factors with an economy of 
words. A more important purpose they serve, however, 
is to enable the discussion to be carried on with a 
minimum confrontation of the human significance of the 
things that are being described. 


think it of value, therefore, to preface my comments on 
the present situation in regard to preparation for war by 
a plain statement, unadorned with technical terms, of 
what Britain’s Parliamentary representatives were dis- 
cussing last week. 


Government’s policy, as explained in the 1958 
“defence” statement, is based on the idea that if the 
Russians should take sufficiently formidable military 
action in Europe, the British response should be the 
destruction of five million men, women and children in 
Moscow and many more in the surrounding countryside. 
There are, however, many even of the Government 
supporters who, do not hold that this policy is seriously 
intended, for the Russians would in their turn destroy, 
say, some seven million of the population of London 
and could quite conceivably proceed to destroy more 
millions of people in other large towns in Britain. 


What has been seriously accepted by both Parties in the 


House of Commons is that Britain should, independently 
of the USA, have the means whereby, as a Labour 
spokesman puts it, they may inflict “vengeance and 
punishment” upon the Russian Government by destroy- 
ing the men, women and children of Moscow should the 
Russian Government take similar action against the men, 
women and children of the large towns of Britain. 


Exit Blue Streak 


HE essential facts about the matter that was under dis- 

cussion last week are these. We have been depending 
upon bomber aeroplanes for our capacity to destroy the 
people of Russian towns. The dropping of H-bombs has 
been replaced by the discharge from aeroplanes of 
guided bombs named Blue Steel. The speed of develop- 
ment in the technical capacity to destroy human beings, 
and also to threaten the destruction of the weapons 
designed for this purpose, has become’so: rapid, however, 
that it is likely that in a few years Blue Steel will have 
to be regarded as obsolete. Five years ago, therefore, 
the Government began to develop the long-range missile 
Blue Streak so that it might have this in readiness when 
Blue Steel could no longer fulfil its function in’ what 
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This is a bare outline of the position. 


designers that was “fantastic” in its capacity. 


In an area the size of North America this would not be 


sufficient to destroy all the means of “ vengeance and 
punishment,” and it is therefore possible that the US 
Government may still be able to use some of its fixed- 
site missiles, the Atlas, to see that little Ivan and 
Ekaterina are not left alive. In a small island like 
Britain, however, it has become possible for all fixed- 
site missiles to be destroyed—including presumably the 
Thor missiles which are, nevertheless, apparently to re- 
main. Thus, so far as Britain is concerned, while the 
Russians would be in a position to kill Johnnie and 
Katie, Ivan and Ekaterina would have to be left. alive. 
Although, therefore, £100,000,000 will have been spent 
upon the preparation of the Blue Streak missile, it has 
now been decided that it must be abandoned before it is 
set up. 


It had been anticipated that Blue Streak would be ready 


to supersede the Blue Steel guided bomb by about 1965. 
Now this has been abandoned the plan is to replace it 
by Skybolt, a missile to be discharged from an aeroplane. 
The proposal is that this shall be supplied by the USA 
and that the death-dealing end of it will be Britain’s 
own production. 


This, it is anticipated, will be ready about 1970, although 


there are those who think that, allowing for the satis- 
faction of the requirements of the US, Britain may not 
get it until some years later. Skybolt may be supple- 
mented, or possibly superseded, by Polaris, a missile to 
be discharged from a submarine, but the submarine for 
this purpose is such a complex and expensive production 
that it is doubtful whether Britain will be able to 
afford it. 


The situation is 
one, I suggest, that should prompt deep and serious con- 
sideration on the part of the man or woman who prefers 
to look past the screen of technical jargon with which 
the politicians seek to veil the realities of the things they 
are talking about. 


The new arms race 


SOME years ago, after both the US and Russia had 


begun to develop the H-bomb, I wrote a leading 
article in Peace News which I have to confess was very 
rapidly falsified by events. Recognising that nuclear 
weapons, and particularly the H-bomb, had brought a 
stupendous new factor into warfare, and learning that 
both these Great Powers had accumulated stocks of H- 


bombs, I wrote that one outcome of this situation would 
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The first sense in which I have been proved wrong is in 


the simple assumption that it would be recognised that 
“enough is enough.” It was mentioned in the Commons 
debate that the US has more than four times enough 
fissile material to blow up the whole world. Presumably 
Russia is equally well supplied. In the unlikely event of 
this fissile material not being destined to turn the world 
into a radio-active dust-heap, it could, of course, be used 
for the improvement of the living conditions of all 
mankind, f 


The much more serious sense in which my assumption has 


been falsified is in the intense and unprecedentedly expen- 
sive competition to provide the quickest and least vulner- 
able means of delivery, It is in this fact that may lie the 
greatest danger for the future of humanity. Mankind is 
not only handling weapons today the immensity of whose 
destructive power is unprecedented in history; the speed 
with which new weapons are being developed and out- 
moded is also a completely new factor. 


The British reappraisal 


M[HEY are immense and complicated weapons, it is true, 


and therefore some years are taken between their con- 
ception and their completion. By the time they are com- 
pleted a new development may make them out of date. 
What has happened in regard to Blue Streak may very 
well happen also with regard to Skybolt and Polaris. 
This tremendous new factor is likely to. settle the ques- 
tion whether Britain is to remain a nuclear Power. 


There is a growing recognition that British resources are 


inadequate for participation in the new arms race and 
there are important voices on the Conservative side 
urging an acceptance of this fact, That the Labour Party 
will now abandon its previous H-bomb policy seems to 
be a foregone conclusion. The anxiety on that side now 
derives from the fear that the force of events may com- 
pel the Conservatives to anticipate Labour on this point 
and that this, in view of the portent of this year’s Alder- 
maston march, could prove a hindrance to Labour vote- 
gathering. All three Parties are now likely to agree upon 
the Liberal Party policy of abandoning the British “ inde- 
pendent deterrent’ and relating British military policy to 
the US H-bomb store and the US missile development. 


It is here, in the intensifying struggle between the Russian 


and American blocs, that a new and increasingly danger- 
ous factor has arrived with the present-day speed of 
development. If, as exemplified in the Blue Streak fiasco, 
a new and terrible weapon can become outdated by 
another discovery before it has actually reached the point 
of production, when it becomes possible to bring one of 
these things to completion there will be a growing temp- 
tation in periods of international crisis to use it before 
the other side has achieved a new means to nullify it. 
The “ balance of terror” as the means to peace may be 
tipped, and the fact that peace has been made to depend 
on fear will have become the cause of the fulfilment of 
the fear. 


Futility at Geneva 


FTER seven weeks of fruitless discussion the Disarma- 
ment Conference at Geneva has gone into recess. 


Exit Blue Streak 


HE essential facts about the matter that was under dis- 
cussion last week are these. We have been depending 
upon bomber aeroplanes for our capacity to destroy the 
people of Russian towns. The dropping of H-bombs has 
been replaced by the discharge from aeroplanes of 
guided bombs named Blue Steel, The speed of develop- 
ment in the technical capacity to destroy human beings, 
and also to threaten the destruction of the weapons 
designed for this purpose, has become’so rapid, however, 
that it is likely that in a few years Blue Steel will have 
to be regarded as obsolete. Five years ago, therefore, 
the Government began to develop the long-range missile 
Blue Streak so that it might have this in readiness when 
Blue Steel could no longer fulfil its function in what 
both sides of the House describe as the “ preservation of 
peace.” 


Blue Streak was to be discharged from a fixed site, and 
some time between November last year and April this 
year the Government became aware that Russian missile 
development has advanced to such a point of accuracy 
that it will be possible by means of missiles to destroy 
missiles on fixed sites with, of course, all the population 
in the surrounding area. It is possible that it was this 
development that was indicated by Mr. Khrushchev when 
he told the Supreme Soviet on January 14 that Russia 
was not only ahead of all other countries in the con- 
struction of inter-continental missiles but that there was 
a new weapon being developed by Russian scientists and 


ARIS IS 


Gi ls ie bee 
one, I suggest, that should prompt deep and serious con- 
sideration on the part of the man or woman who prefers 
to look past the screen of technical jargon with which 
the politicians seek to veil the realities of the things they 


are talking about. 


The new arms race 


GQ OME years ago, after both the US and Russia had 


begun to develop the H-bomb, I wrote a leading 
article in Peace News which I have to confess was very 
rapidly falsified by events. Recognising that nuclear 
weapons, and particularly the H-bomb, had brought a 
stupendous new factor into warfare, and learning that 
both these Great Powers had accumulated stocks of H- 
bombs, I wrote that one outcome of this situation would 
be the end of the arms race, The Western and the 
Eastern blocs each had enough destructive material for 
the complete annihilation of the other. I took it for 
granted that this would mean that competition in the 
acquisition of material for mutual destruction had 
reached its’ culmination: There would be no point in 
acquiring more than enough for the accomplishment of 
the desired end. 


I was not only doubly wrong, but there is a sense in which 


the arms race has not only become more intense and 
enormously more expensive but also vastly more danger- 
ous than the arms races of the pre-atomic age, despite 
the dependence that is placed upon the “deterrent” as 
an instrument of peace. 
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development. If, as exemplified in the Blue Streak fiasco, 
a new and terrible weapon can become outdated by 
another discovery before it has actually reached the point 
of production, when it becomes possible to bring one of 
these things to completion there will be a growing temp- 
tation in periods of international crisis to use it before 
the other side has achieved a new means to nullify it. 
The’ “ balance of terror” as the means to peace may be 
tipped, and the fact that peace has been made to depend 
on fear will have become the ‘cause of the fulfilment of 
the fear. 


Futility at Geneva 


FTER seven weeks of fruitless discussion the Disarma- 
ment Conference at Geneva has gone into recess. 


' There has been a complete absence of an ability to agree 


on any single matter of consequence from beginning to 
end, and the Conference was even unable to agree upon 
a text for the innocuous and uninformative communiqué 
with which it is usual to mark such an adjournment. 


If one reads the Blue Streak discussion in conjunction with 


such accounts as are available of this Geneva conference 
futility, it is impossible to feel any conviction that these 
negotiations for an agreement on controlled disarmament 
can help in the present situation, No progress will be 
made until some nation recognises that the precarious 
situation in which mankind exists today can only be 
improved as the nations come to the voluntary abandon- 
ment of their means of bringing destruction upon others. 


sgmrrasucgervUNETenrauuartunsnnuuneveasuutss4ssnuenungusavanvercanuniisangneaquggsesngnsegeeateaeyees 4g 44t eRe UE OE GET TaRRaEeeenaGaNENREN A EAE SATE TULLE 


Today H-bombs. are better 


"[PHE Secretary of State for War last 

Friday ‘indicated ‘the future of 
Britain’s Royal Ordnance factories for 
small arms production. 


Two. such . factories—at Enfield and 
Fazakerley (Merseyside)—are now making 
small arms for the forces, he said, but 
Fazakerley will have to be closed by about 
the end of the year. About 120 workers 
will. also become redundant at Enfield, 

All-this: is a consequence of the reduction 
of the Army’s size, Mr. Christopher Scames 
explained in a Parliamentary Written 
Answer. 


From one civilian to another 


"(HE — South-Eastern region’ of 
Britain’s Civil Defence ‘o*ganisa- 
tion has a new Regional Director 
It was announced last Friday that the 
Home Secretary has appointed | Major- 
General V. Boucher to succeed Lieutenant- 
General Sir Alexander. Cameron, who has 
retired, 





Concentration camps, 1960 


({ONCENTRATION camps through- 

out the world still hold 25,000,000 
people. 

This was estimated last Friday by. an 


eminent French medical expert, Professor 
Charles Richet. 


He was addressing the opening session of 
a three-day experts’ conference on “the 
later effects of imprisonment and deporta- 
tion,” organised in Oslo by the World 
Veterans’ Federation. 


German missile tests 


MPHE Short” Seacat~ surface-to-air 
~~ ou'ded missile.is to be tested for 
evaluation by the German armed 
forces. 
This 


agreement. in- principle. has been 


concluded by Short Brothers and Harland 
of Belfast, and Focke-Wulf, the Bremen 
aircraft manufacturers, it was announced 
last Friday. 


A subsequent programme of joint deve- 
lopment by the two companies is envisaged 
should the tests prove the missile suitable 
for German purposes, 


* 


The 10-Power disarmament conference at 
Geneva ended its first session last Friday 
with no progress. The next meeting will 
be on June 7. 


A Nike-Zeus anti-missile missile was fired 
from an underground launcher on April 
28, the US Army announced, 


Caryl Chessman, who was executed in the 

gas chamber of San Quentin prison, Cali- 
fornia, on Monday, had been in “death 
row” for 11 years 10 months and. seven 





days, and had survived nine dates set for 
his execution, 
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_ STUDENT SIT-INNERS TELL THEIR STORY 


"AS one who has compiled and edited many pamphlets over the years, I can 
say that this task is tedious, but seldom exciting. An exception is the 
forthcoming pamphlet, Sits-ins—The Students Report, which I have just 


sent off to the printer. 


‘In telling the story themselves, the six 
student-authors give you the feel of to- 
day’s unprecedented South-wide protest 
movement in a manner impossible for even 
the: best author or reporter writing from 
the sidelines. 


When I first got the idea for this pam- 
phlet I was enthusiastic, but the obstacles 
seemed unsurmountable. Finding a pub- 
lisher was not one of them. A couple of 
major publishers had called the Congress 
of Racial Equality (CORE) office in search 
of possible manuscripts. on the lunch 
counter sit-ins, but I felt that CORE, a 
pioneer in non-violent action against racial 
discrimination, should have first option, 


My main problem was finding students 
who, under pressure of the situation, would 
sit down and write and would produce 
copy which conveys the real-life feel, En- 
listing the authors proved less difficult than 
I had expected. I have met, personally, a 
number of the students involved and CORE 
has made a number of close campus con- 
tacts. Before long I had enlisted the six 
student-authors—five in key action spots 
throughout the South, one in the North. 
Four of them are Negroes, two are Whites. 


Writing from jail 


Getting them to write their own personal 
experiences and reactions, rather than 
merely an objective recital of events, was 
more difficult in some instances. In one 
case, I had to get the student to re-write 
his story completely,’ which he did with 
success. In other cases I had to write the 
students for clarification of certain _inci- 
dents and personalisation of certain situa- 
tions. On the. other hand, two of the 
stories needed only minor editing. The 
final product, I believe, really gives the 
first-hand flavour which makes the reader 
feel he was there. 


The only girl author, Patricia Stephens, 
starts her story: “I am writing this from 
Leon County Jail in Tallahassee, Florida. 
My <icter Priscilla and I. five other Agri- 





LETTER FROM 
AMERICA 
by 
Jim Peck 


will. be long remembered in Baton Rouge. 
Dr. Felton G. Clark, president of the uni- 
versity, had the opportunity of taking a 
courageous position and becoming one of 
the world’s most respected educational 
leaders. Instead, he chose to buckle under 


to the all-white State Board of Education 
which administers the university.” 


On March 16 many newspaper readers 
throughout the world were shocked to see 
a radio photo showing a_ stockade in 
Orangeburg, South Carolina, jammed with 
students who had been firehosed,  tear- 
gassed and finally arrested while marching 
to City Hall. Thomas Gaither, one of the 
students arrested that day, prefaces his 
story with: “I didn’t realise until scrutin- 
ising the stockade photo much later that 
the scene shown was unusual—to say the 
least—and would provoke questions from 
newspaper readers unfamiliar with the local 
scene. The story begins about a month 
previous. .. .” 


From Nashville, Paul Laprad writes: 
“The sit-ins have unified the community in 
an unprecedented manner, The boycott of 
stores which refuse to serve Negroes at 
their lunch counters sharply curtailed their 
seasonal Easter business. On April 19 


within only a few hours after the bombing 
of the home of Z. Alexander Looby, Negro 
city council man and attorney for the sit- 
inners, over 2,500 protestors marched on 
City Hall. Adult leaders have assured us 
that even if the students suddenly vanished 
from the scene the action campaign would 
continue unabated.” 

“The slogan, ‘We Walk So They May 
Sit,” used widely on picket signs and leaf- 
lets, summarises the aims of thousands of 
students outside of the South who have 
engaged in supporting action,’’ writes Mar- 
tin Smolin, the student-author from the 
North. He goes on to quote from a recent 
article in the New. York Times headed 
“Campuses. in North Back Southern 
Students” in which McCandlish Phillips 
wrote: “This issue appears to have 
aroused the present campus generation as 
have few others.” 

I would correct the above to read: 
“This. issue has aroused the present 
campus generation as have no others.” 








Prison-goers learn of PPU support 


Y an overwhelming majority, the Peace Pledge Union Annual Meeting on 
Sunday adopted an Emergency Resolution expressing its sympathy with the 
demonstrators arrested at Foulness on the previous Monday and those expect- 
ing arrest on the following morning at the Foulness Atomic Weapons Estab- 


lishment. 


The text of the resolution was taken 
from the meeting to the demonstrators who 
were gathering at Foulness that evening by 
one of the Direct Actionist PPU members, 
Laurens Otter, who is now in prison. 


The meeting had suspended standing 
orders so that the resolution could be dis- 
cussed and loud cheers and applause 
greeted the result of the vote (121 for and 
28 against) on the motion, which had been 
moved by Ted and Phoebe Berrow of 
Alton Group. 


Support and encouragement for mem- 
bers in various fields of activity—the key- 
note of several speeches as well as the 
Chairman’s closing address—was. expressed 
in the adoption of an amended motion on 
the Fellowship Party, whose Parliamentary 
candidate, Ronald Mallone, had gained 
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Ronald Mallone had emphasised that re- 
nunciation of war was made a condition of 
membership of the Party. 


In a discussion of Peace News, two 
amendments—one urging that the paper 
regard the reporting of pacifist activities 
and the advocacy of pacifist views as its 
primary task; the other deploring the tend- 
ency within the PPU to put pressure on 
Peace News to confine its policy to a single 
aspect of pacifism—were among a number 
of rejected motions and amendments. 


FULL PACIFIST VIEW 


The AGM adopted a motion, moved by 
Raymond Rouse and seconded by Dorothy 
Matthews, urging that’ the paper include as 
wide ‘a selection of news and. articles) of 
interest to pacifists as possible and that 
editorial comment..and opinion advocate 
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A Swindon group would be working 
with other groups in their town such as 
the Workers’ Educational Association and 
the International Friendship League; 


Allen Jackson (Brixham): ‘“ Organising 
study groups ”; 


Michael Strand (Reading): Using press 
advertising in local newspapers. 


In his closing address Trefor Davies 
spoke of the two main fields in which 
Peace Pledge Union members might be 
active: direct action and “ witnessing with 
people in our daily life.” Many were too 
shy when it came to talking to their 
nearest friends. 


He said that he found himself continu- 
ally referring to “ our direct action people ” 
because this was. the field “‘in which. so 
many of our young men are working.” 


“think they»can do: great’:things,’' he 
declared. 


For himself, and he believed he spoke 
for many others, he felt that the present 
campaign by The Direct Action Committee 
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experiences and reactions, rather than 
merely an objective recital of events, was 
more difficult in some instances. In one 
case, I had to get the student to re-write 
his story completely, which he did with 
success. In other cases I had to write the 
students for clarification of certain — inci- 
dents and personalisation of certain situa- 
tions. On the other hand, two of the 
stories needed only minor editing. The 
final product, I believe, really gives the 
first-hand flavour which makes the reader 
feel he was there. 


The only girl author, Patricia Stephens, 
starts her story: “I am writing this from 
Leon County Jail in Tallahassee, Florida. 
My sister, Priscilla and I, five other Agri- 
cultural and Mechanical College students 
and one high school student are’ serving 60- 
day sentences for our participation in the 
sit-ins, We could be out on appeal, but we 
all strongly’ believe that) Martin Luther 
King was right when he said: ‘ We’ve got 
to fill the jails. in order to win equal rights.’ 


“Priscilla and I both explained this to 
our parents when they visited the other 
day. Priscilla is supposed to be on a 
special diet and mother was worried about 
her. We did our best to dispel her worries. 
We made it, clear that we want to serve out 
our full time.”’ 


Direct action group 


Edward Rodman, only high school 
student among the authors, tells of his role 
in averting. a repetition..of the . fighting 
which broke out after the first few sit-ins 
at Portsmouth, Virginia. “We were with- 
out organisation, we had no leader and no 
tules of conduct other than a vague under- 
standing that we were not to fight back,” 
Rodman explains. . “I decided along with 
others that CORE should help us organise 
a non-violent, direct action group to con- 
tinue our peaceful protest... We did this, 
and since then we have had no trouble.” 


Major Johns, one of 18 Southern Univer- 
sity students whose. expulsion sparkplugged 
mass student resignations, writes: ‘‘ The 
protest movement by students at Southern 


UNIVERSAL RELIGION 
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Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd., Kings Cross. 


Discourse—Rev. ‘Claude: Coltman 
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one of the Direct Actionist PPU members, 
Laurens Otter, who is now in prison. 


The meeting had suspended standing 
orders so that the resolution could be dis- 
cussed and loud cheers and applause 
greeted the result of the vote (121 for and 
28 against) on the motion, which had been 
moved by Ted and Phoebe Berrow of 
Alton Group. 


Support and encouragement for mem- 
bers in various fields of activity—the key- 
note of several speeches as well as the 
Chairman’s closing address—was. expressed 
in the adoption of an amended motion on 
the Fellowship Party, whose Parliamentary 
candidate, Ronald Mallone, had gained 
over 1,000 votes in the General Election on 
a unilateral disarmament and = anti-war 
platform. 


ANTI-WAR PARTY 


Whilst recognising “ that the PPU is non- 
political,” the motion commended “to the 
notice of all members the existence of the 
only British. pacifist political Party—the 
Fellowship Party,” and recommended “ its 
need for support to their sympathetic con- 
sideration.” 


The original and stronger motion, ex- 
pressing a belief that “ political action was 
necessary for the advancement of pacifism ” 
and recommending “moral and financial 
support” was moved by Ronald Mallone 
and seconded by Albert Leaper of Hull; 
the amendment deleting these points was 
moved by Sybil Morrison and Richard 
Darlington in the hope of securing the 
maximum support for the Party’s firm anti- 
war stand. 





IM a GISCUSSIOM OF FEUCEe INEWS, TWO 
amendments—one urging that the paper 
regard the reporting of pacifist activities 
and the advocacy of pacifist views as its 
primary task; the other deploring the tend- 
ency within the PPU to put pressure on 
Peace News to confine its policy to a single 
aspect of pacifism—were among a number 
of rejected motions and amendments. 


FULL PACIFIST VIEW 


The AGM adopted a motion, moved by 
Raymond Rouse and seconded by Dorothy 
Matthews, urging that the paper include as 
wide ‘a selection ‘of news and articles: of 
interest to pacifists as possible and. that 
editorial comment..and opinion advocate 
the full pacifist point of view. 


The close of the Saturday business ses- 
sion saw the installation of the new 
National Chairman, Trefor Davies, by the 
retiring’ Chairman; Sybil: Morrison, » after 
appreciation for her work during her three- 
year term of office had been expressed) by 
Michael Tippett, President of the PPU. 


A session in which members were’ asked 
what activities they would be undertaking 
on their return home revealed that— 


Cornish, farmer Stanley Keeble was to 
return on Monday to continue refusal of 
his land tax and also inaugurate a new 
CND group in Truro; 


Ann Belshaw (Belfast) was to address 
small groups in schools and universities: 
“Public meetings did not seem very 
effective ’’; 


Nora. Page (N. London) was to con- 
centrate on speaking to. people met in 
everyday life; 








CLOSE THE GAPS 


EVERAL of Peace News’ most active 
workers in London are serving prison 
sentences for their service to the move- 
ment at Foulness. 


This is a time for those of us who believe 
in acting on principles to make a big 
effort. Close the gaps left by our friends 
in jail; we urgently need your help with 
sales both in London and all over the 
country. 


Extra supplies of PN are available this 
week—send for some now—and let us 
haye your name for future activities. Best 


of all, start your own local drive and 
place an order for regular supplies. 


H.F.M. 


PN Supplies: Sale or return, Ss. a dozen; 
propaganda rate, 3s. dozen, both post free. 
Posters free. 


Following are the 15 jailed: Will Warren, 
54; Ruth Townsend, 24; Laurens Otter, 30; 
Peter Brown, 23; Jane Buxton, 34; Terence 
Chandler, 20; Marlyna Croker, 32; Peter 
Dodson, 28; Michael Nolan, 26; Evelyn 
Poppleton,, 70; Colin, Smart, 21; Phoebe 
Willetts, 43; Mary Pestel, 60; Grace Turner, 
26;. and. Jeffrey Holden, 27. 


In his closing address Trefor Davies 
spoke of the two main fields in which 
Peace Pledge Union members might be 
active: direct action and “ witnessing with 
people in our daily life.”. Many were too 
shy when it came to talking to their 
nearest friends. 


He said that he found himself continu- 
ally referring to “our direct action people ” 
because this was the field “in which so 
many of our young men are working.” 


“IT. think they»can do: great ‘things,’?' the 
declared. 


For himself, and he believed he spoke 
for many others, he felt that the present 
campaign by The Direct Action Committee 
Against Nuclear War, “was not quite on 
the beam.” 


“We would all be there if we could find 
some form of action against all war. Ih 
war-time ‘we can find it. In peace-time it 
is more difficult.” I 


The 1961 AGM, it was announced, would 
be in Birmingham. 





PPU National Council 


I WNHE, following, were-elected members of 

Peace Pledge Union's , National Council 
1960-61: Ron Barnes, Phoebe’ Berrow, 
Bird, Joyce Runham Brown, 
Dixon,’ Ronald. ‘ Mallone, 
Walsh. 


Area representatives on the Council are: Anker 
Dayid, Cambridge; .Allen Jackson, Devon & Corn- 
wall; Douglas Clark, London; George Devereaux, 
N. and E...Midlands;. Mary Burtt, N.-E.; George 
Holt, N.W.; Margery Jones, Oxon & Berks; Camp- 
bell Wilkie, Scotland; Arthur Full, S. Bucks; 
Frances Morgan, S.-E.; Barrie Gillingham, S. Mid- 
lands; Ted Berrow, S.; Grace Smith, Surrey; Eirwyn 
Morgan, Wales;.. Will. Parkin,. W.; Ivan Geffen, W. 
Midlands; Geoffrey Tattersall, Yorks. 


Ex-Officio : Michael Tippett, President; Trefor 
Davies, Nat. Chairman; Sybil, Thorndike & Emrys 
Hughes, MP, Hon. Treasurers; Stuart Morris, Gen. 
Sec.; Hugh Brock, Editor, Peace News. 


the 
for 
Leonard 
Frank» Dawiry, Tan 
Sybil Morrison, Sam 





Dr. KAGAWA 


R. TOYOHIKO KAGAWA, _ the 

Japanese Christian social reformer and 
writer, died on April 23,.He was arrested 
several times during World War II for dan- 
gerous peace activities, 
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WAR ON WANT 
Campaign Against World Poverty 
WHY NOT START A LOCAL” GROUP IN 
YOUR TOWN, OFFICE, FACTORY.COLLEGE 
War on Want exists to help yeu. form such a 
ereup 

Write ..to:.. Frank. . Harcourt-Munning, Hon. 
Director... 9. Madeley. Rd.,. London, W.5. | 
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NON-VIOLENCE, AND THE 





AFRICAN FUTURE—IL 


Positive action: 


Problems and questions 


By April Carter 


This is the last of two articles about the Conference on Positive Action 
for Peace and Security in Africa which was held in Accra from April 
7-10... Last week the writer, who is Secretary of the Direct Action Com- 
mittee Against Nuclear War, dealt with the subjects of the Conference : 
the French A-tests, the Algerian War, apartheid, and the general liberation 
of Africa. She went on to discuss the proposed Ghana training centre in 
non-violence which will take action against the French A-tests and assist 


liberation movements. 


Here she discusses some of the problems facing 


such a centre. 


QNE of the problems which must be 

overcome if successful non-violent 
action is to be taken either against the 
French tests or to stop the Algerian 
War is the extreme hostility towards, 
and suspicion of, the French. Small 
wonder if after two atomic bomb ex- 
plosions and a five-year-long Algerian 
War the French Government is not 
loved in Africa. 


But it was discouraging that in their 
speeches delegates did not distinguish be- 
tween the French Government and the 
French people, or between Right-wing and 
more liberal elements, 


It was also discouraging that there was 
a tendency to suspect the two French dele- 
gates, Esther Peter and Pierre Martin, both 
of whom had been members of the Protest 
Team against the French test, of being 
spies, and that the Committee on Algeria 
refused to allow Pierre Martin to appear 
before them. 


If French public opinion is to be suc- 
cessfully influenced Africans must join 
with progressive Frenchmen in making 
their protests, not practise an inverted 
nationalism. 


The national and personal rivalries which 


beset African politics are also obstacles in 


the nath. af caconeratinn in nan cwiolent 


for speeches by non-independent countries, 
Vigorous representations caused the Con- 
ference to be extended by a day and the 
third day allocated to speeches by delegates 
from dependent territories, leaving the reso- 
lutions and closing speeches to the fourth 
day, 

Less obvious at the Conference and pro- 
bably more dangerous are the inter-State 








The entrance to the conference centre. 


as any government builds up an army and 
pursues power politics or repressive policies 
in its own country on the one hand, and 
supports the ideals of non-violence and the 
practice of positive action on the other, it 
is trying to combine two incompatible 
policies, 

At some stage the non-violent ideal will 
clash openly with the power politics, and 
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From Africa and abroad they came to discuss positive action. In the patio 
of the Community Centre where the Accra Conference was held are left 
to right: H. J. Joof, Secretary General of the Gambia Workers’ Union; 
Gene Sharp. former Assistant Editar of Peace News. now envcagced in 


practical non-violence is needed in South 
Africa; it is needed in Algeria; it is needed . 
in Rhodesia and Nyasaland; in the “ silent 
areas” of Spanish and Portuguese colonial 
territories; and it is needed against the 
French atomic bomb, 


But if further eruptions of violence and 
unnecessary bloodshed are to be avoided 
practical non-violence is needed now. 


And it is not enough to stand on the’ 
side lines and advise the people engaged in | 
the struggle to remain non-violent, We 
need to find practical methods of helping , 
the South Africans or the Algerians from . 
outside, This duty is not confined to Afri- © 
cans; it is also ours. If we can stop the 
UK Government from supplying arms to 
South Africa, intensify the boycott of South 
African goods and a sporting boycott; and 
if we can devise similar actions in support 
of other oppressed peoples in Africa, par- 
ticularly those under British jurisdiction, 
then we shall be helping the cause of 
liberty and of non-violence in. Africa. 


FUTURE OF THE WORLD 


Whether or not non-violence is accepted 
in Africa may be decisive in deciding not 
only the future of that continent, but of the 
world. In Dr. Nkrumah’s words: “ The 
continent of Africa has been drenched with 
blood in the past, it has been raided for 
slaves, it has been partitioned, exploited 
and looted, Precisely because it has had 


this kind» of. nact itis determined. nat.ta 


It was also discouraging that there was 
a tendency to suspect the two French dele- 
gates, Esther Peter and Pierre Martin, both 
of whom had been members of the Protest 
Team against the French test, of being 
spies, and that the Committee on Algeria 
refused to allow Pierre Martin to appear 
before them. 


If French public opinion is to be suc- 
cessfully influenced Africans must join 
with progressive Frenchmen in making 
their protests, not practise an inverted 
nationalism. 


The national and personal rivalries which 
beset African politics are also obstacles in 
the path of co-operation in non-violent 
action, At the Conference there was much 
open discontent among the dependent states 
at the dominance of the independent states. 
The first day was given up entirely to a 
speech by Dr, Nkrumah and replies from 
the heads of delegations from independent 
states, and the second day to committee 
work, This meant no time at all was left 


“| renounce war and | will never 


support or sanction another ” 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis, of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to PPU Headquarters 
DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE 
6, Endsleigh Street 


London, W.C.1 


AFRICA 


Know your facts—read 


THe AGONY OF APARTHEID 1s: (2d.) 
Ronald Segal (Editor of Africa South) 
THe TRAGEDY OF APARTHEID 6d. (2d.) 
Mary Benson 

THE CHRISTIAN APPROACH TO RACIAL PROB- 
LEMS IN THE MODERN WORLD Is. (2d, 
Alan Paton (President S. African Liberals). 
THIS IS APARTHEID 1s. (2d.) 


Leslie Rubin, 40 extracts from the Race Laws 
Ronald Segal’s novel about the S. African 
Father Trevor Huddleston 
“AN PULSE 13s. 6d. (10d.) 
Please send a.a.e. for new list of books 
The PN Beoksellors and Stationers 


of S, Africa. 

THE TOKOLOSH 5s. (6d.) 

bus boycott. 

NauGut For Your ComMFoRT 2s. 6d. (4d.) 

ComMMON SENSE ABOUT AFRICA 6s. (8d.) 

Anthony Sampson (of The Observer). 

M.. in Jarrett-Kerr CR 

POSTAGE EXTRA AS BRACKETED 

and pamphlets en current problems. 
HOUSMANS 

5, Caledonian Rd, Kings Cross London N.I 
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From Africa and abroad they came to discuss positive action. In the patio 
of the Community Centre where the Accra Conference was held are left 
to right: H. J. Joof, Secretary General of the Gambia Workers’ Union; 
Gene Sharp, former Assistant Editor of Peace News, now engaged in 
research into non-violent resistance and totalitarianism at Oslo; and J. K. 
Tettagah, Secretary of the Ghana Trade Union Congress. 


rivalries which may lead to an initiative by 
one country being automatically distrusted 
in another, 


The good response to the Ghana-initiated 
Positive Action Conference suggests that in 
the face of the atomic bomb and other 
major problems these rivalries may be rele- 
gated to a secondary place. And if various 
states can be persuaded to co-operate in a 
positive action venture this will help to 
lessen mutual suspicions, 


But any long-term training centre will 
have to face these problems, and ensure 
that from the start it is independent of any 
one country and that control is exercised 
through a representative committee, with 
considerable discretion left to a board of 
reliable directors. Finance is one of the 
major difficulties facing a training centre in 
non-violent action since government finance 
inevitably means a degree of governmental 
control, and it will be important that the 
training centre does not rely for funds on 
one government alone but can draw on 
other independent states, political, labour 
and religious organisations for money. 


A further problem ; a training centre can- 
not completely isolate itself from the imme- 
diate circumstances in which it is placed. 
While it is reasonable in the near future to 
concentrate on opposing the French tests 
and on helping liberation movements in 
other parts of Africa, a long-term centre 
might quite possibly decide at some stage 
that there is a case for positive action inside 
Ghana, Suppose Ghana were to annex 
Togoland by force, it would be the centre’s 
duty to offer the people of Togoland 
assistance in carrying out non-violent posi- 
tive action, 


This is a problem for the Ghana Gov- 
ernment as well as for the centre, So long 


the government concerned will have to 


choose between the two. 


It is to be hoped Dr, Nkrumah will see 
the revelance of non-violence to his own 
defence arrangements and foreign and 
domestic policies as clearly as he sees its 
relevance to liberation movements and 
action against tests. If he has sufficient 
vision and courage to do this, Ghana may 
really lead the world towards a new kind 
of politics. His speech on April 7 con- 
tained this promise; the next few years will 
show whether it is to be fulfilled or whether 
it was merely a tactical gesture, 


THEORY AND PRACTICE 


Pacifists have much to learn from Africa, 
To talk to resistance leaders who wish to 
apply non-violence in their struggle, and 
want literature now on the methods and 
examples of non-violent action is to realise 
how we have failed to undertake detailed 
research into past non-violent movements 
or to produce practical literature about 
non-violent methods, 


To talk to delegates anxious to know 
how volunteers might. be trained in non- 
violent action is to realise how little 
thought we in Britain at least have given 
to the problem of training, To see the 
eagerness and gratitude of two delegates 
to whom we were able to give some litera- 
ture on non-violence, and to know that as 
a result of meeting us they had abandoned 
the idea of resorting to violence and were 
more confident that non-violence works was 
both an inspiration and a bitter reproach. 


Above all, to be in Africa and to meet 
delegates from many parts is to be im- 
pressed with a burning sense of urgency : 


African goods and a sporting boycott; and 
if we can devise similar actions in support 
of other oppressed peoples in Africa, par- 
ticularly those under British jurisdiction, 
then we shall be. helping the cause of 
liberty and of non-violence jin, Africa. 


FUTURE OF THE WORLD 


Whether or not non-violence is accepted 
in Africa may be decisive in deciding not 
only the future of that continent, but of the 
world. In Dr. Nkrumah’s words: “ The 
continent of Africa has been drenched with 
blood in the past, it has been raided for 
slaves, it has been partitioned, exploited 
and looted. Precisely because it has had 
this kind of past it is determined not to 
have that kind of future. If we succeed, 
and succeed we must, the whole of man- 
kind—not Africa alone—will reap immense 
benefits. Men with great foresight and 
knowledge all agree that the future of the 
world will be decided in Africa.” 
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Please send Peace News for 8 weeks 
to the name and address below. 


| enclose £ 


PEACE NEWS 
5 Caledonian Road, London, N.1. 


or hand this to 
your newsagent 
Please deliver PEACE NEWS to me 


Note to newsagent : Peace News is published 
as a national newspaper at the retail price 


of 6d. It is obtainable by your wholesaler 
at the usual rates from the publishers at 
5 Caledenian Road, London, N.1. 








TERMS: Cash with order, 3d. per word, min. 
2s. 6d. (Box No. Is. extra). Please don't send stamps 
in payment, except for odd pence. Address Box No. 
replies: Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd., London, N.1. 


Please send advertisements by first post Monday. 


ACCOMMODATION 


BED SITTING ROOM to let moderate rent to 
retired person, animal lover willing to tend cats 
when owner is away. Sunny modern house edge 


of Bucks beechwoods, 45 minutes London. Box 
No. 854. 
ACCOMMODATION WANTED 
MALE seeks quiet, private, partly furnished 


accommodation, good cooking, shopping, transport 


facilities, No attendance. Low rent (please state) 
important. Anywhere Southern England. Box No. 
845. 


HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 


HOVE : Pax House, for individual attention, good 
food and homely atmosphere, h & c. Alfred & 
Malie Roth, 17, Melville Rd., Hove 2, Sussex. 


Telephone 70945. 

KESWICK—Visit the Lake District for your 
holiday this year. Highfield Vegetarian House, The 
Heads, offers beautiful scenery, good food, comfort, 
friendly atmosphere. Write Mr. and Mrs. Lusby 
“(V.C.A. Members) Tel, 508 

A CENTRE OF FELLOWSHIP—Great Frenches 
Park, Copthorne, Crawley Down, Sussex. Offers 
excellent facilities for all in quest of restful country 
holidays; small group welcomed too. Write: Rey. 
Arthur Peacock. 

PERSONAL 
shorthand, typing, 
10 Beaconsfield Rd., London, 


translations. 


DUPLICATING, 
N.11. 


Mabel Eyles, 
ENT 3324. 

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL. Clause 83 of the 
International Sanitary Regulations allows objectors 
to vaccination to enter other countries without 
vaccination certificates. Further information from 
National Anti-Vaccination League, 2nd Floor, 26/28 
Warwick Way, London. S.W.1. 

LADY PACIFIST, reasonable education, 
contact gentleman aged 38-40-——similar views. 
No. 853. 

BACHELOR wishes contact lady interested. Guest 
house, Farm-Hostel. Can offer accommodation. 
Box No, 852. 

PLEASE CAN ANYONE sell me copy of Creedy’s 
‘* Human Nature Writ Large ** or ‘‘ Homer Lane’ ? 
Beskine, Bluebridge Farm, Halstead, Essex. 

WELL-EDUCATED LADY, 27, with month-old 
baby, urgently seeks suitable live-in employment. 
Box No. 851. 

WAR RESISTERS INTERNATIONAL welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps. Please send to WRI, 88 
Park Ave., Enfield, Middlesex. 


EXHIBITIONS 
HUNGARY in pictures, with examples of peasant 


wishes 
Box 


folk art, pottery, book publications: at Collet’s 
Foreign Bookshop, 45 Museum Street, W:CcE. 
May 2-14. 


LITERATURE 

BRITAIN’S OLDEST SOCIALIST WEEKLY— 
vigorous, forthright and consistently against war— 
the ‘‘ Socialist Leader.’’ Indispensable to members 
of the PPU who want up-to-date information of 
home and world politics. Threepence weekly. Ob- 
tainable from your newsagent or from 48, Dundas 
oe ease C.1., and 6, Endsleigh St., London, 

QUAKERISM. Information and_ literature _ re- 
specting the Faith and Practice of the Religious 
Society of Friends, free on application to Friends 
Home Service Cttee., Friends House, Euston Rd., 
London, N.W.1. 

THE BAPTIST PACIFIST FELLOWSHIP. invites 
your support. For details of membership write : 
pe Leslie Worsnip, 63, Loughborough Rd., Quorn, 
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The Premiers must face 


> | e C) e f 
a choice of principles 
By FENNER BROCKWAY, MP. Chairman, Movement for Colonial Freedom 


THAT will be the outcome of the Conference of Commonwealth Prime 
Ministers in London? The South African issue challenges the basis and 
structure of the Commonwealth fundamentally. 


The Commonwealth is an_ illogical in- 
situation. It is composed of monarchical 
and republican states and of states with 
differing foreign policies. It associates popu- 
lations of European, Asian and African 
origins with different backgrounds and 
developments. It links Britain, a colonial 
Power, with nations who had to struggle 
against Britain over a long period for their 
colonial freedom. It allows the Federation 
of Nyasaland and the Rhodesias represen- 
tation, although its Government does not 
possess sovereign powers. It includes demo- 
cracies based on racial equality and at the 
same time South Africa which boasts of 
apartheid, Even Britain itself still has 
colonies where racial discrimination and 
segregation are practised, politically, socially, 
economically. 


Yet there have been reasons for. this 
strangely mixed association. There was an 
obvious link between Britain and _ the 
Dominions of Canada, Australia and New 
Zealand, largely populated by emigrants 
from Britain, deeply conscious of their 
kinship. There was a large British popu- 
lation also in South Africa. This reason for 
association was then indicated in the name 
—the British Commonwealth. 


SENTIMENTAL LINKS 


The position changed when in 1947 India, 
Pakistan and Ceylon became independent 
and asked to become members. The descrip- 
tion “British” was dropped. Since then 
Ghana and Malaya have joined. This year 
Nigeria and perhaps Cyprus will do so. 
Before long, the West Indies’ Federation, 
Sierra Leone and other territories will be 
candidates. 


What is the case for this wider and ex- 
is still sen- 
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Constructive work, roads, irrigation, the 
development of industries, although often 
lamentably inadequate, has been English. 
Even after independence, English adminis- 
trators and technicians have remained 


There has been a healthy reaction against 
this prevailing English atmosphere and ad- 
ministration—the independent peoples have 
asserted their own “ personality” and in- 
creasingly taken over—but there has been a 
sufficient identity of feeling with the past 
to maintain continued association. 


ECONOMIC TIES 


There are strong economic ties. Even 
though the independent countries increasing- 
ly accept considerable economic investment 
from industrial nations outside the Com- 
monwealth—America, Western Germany, 
Russia—over 40 per cent of British exports 
are still to the Comrnonwealth and Ireland, 
and Commonwealth ships carry two-thirds 
of Commonwealth trade, Many hundred 
millions of British money have been sunk 
into the basic features of the economy— 
docks, railways, airports, power-stations. 
The Commonwealth Cable and Wireless 
service is the main link of communication. 


But are these adequate reasons for a 
political grouping? They will become less 
strong as time passes. Already Common- 
wealth countries in Asia and Africa act 
together in the United Nations more con- 
sciously than as members of the Common- 
wealth, and very often on colonial and 
racial issues they vote differently from 
Britain and the Anglo-Saxon members. The 
strong tendency in Africa is for the new 
nations and the peoples to associate on an 
African basis irrespective of past imperial 
links with European Powers. 


“ Without a plan, without direction, with- 
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cause it gives to the world an example of 
inter-racial grouping, White, Brown and 
Black; secondly, because it helps peoples 
during the early stages of independence 
when special economic, technical and edu- 
cational links persist with Britain. And, 
frankly, I am glad when the feeling towards 
Britain of a people liberated from colonial- 
ism is so friendly that continued political 
association is desired. Whatever may be its 
future, the Commonwealth serves a purpose 
now. 


But, let us face the fact, the Common- 
wealth will no longer “ happen to work ” 
if member-states outrage the principle of 
inter-racialism which is its very basis. How 
can India, Pakistan, Ceylon, Malaya and 
Ghana be happy to belong to a political 
association which contains a South Africa 
which practises apartheid? 


How, indeed, can the Asian and African 
nations be happy to remain in a special 
political association with Britain when we 
still practise racial discrimination and segre- 
gation in Central Africa and even in our 
British Protectorates in South Africa? 


An association of convenience might re- 
main; but if the Commonwealth it to be a 
spiritual force—an association of proudly 
co-operating nations—it must embody 
principles of human equality, liberty and 
democracy. 


SPIRITUAL VALUES 


I would Jike to see the Prime Ministers 
now in London decide to appoint three or 
four of their number to prepare a Common- 
wealth Magna Charta establishing a code 
or conduct embodying racial equality, 
human rights, the political liberties of all 
peoples. 


South Africa could then choose between 
these fundamental principles and member- 
ship of the Commonwealth. Britain and all 


its members would be challenged to accept 
oh: os | Peeve oF pee Co 2 
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VIN GEb, Petwe ys 
Foreign Bookshop, 


May 2-14. 
LITERATURE 

BRITAIN’S OLDEST SOCIALIST WEEKLY— 
vigorous, forthright and consistently against war— 
the ‘‘ Socialist Leader.’’ Indispensable to members 
of the PPU who want up-to-date information of 
home and world politics. Threepence weekly. Ob- 
tainable from your newsagent or from 48, Dundas 
St., Glasgow, C.I., and 6, Endsleigh St., London, 
W.C. 1. 

QUAKERISM. Information and_ literature _ re- 
specting the Faith and Practice of the Religious 
Society of Friends, free on application to Friends 
Home Service Cttee., Friends House, Euston Rd., 
London, N.W.1. 

THE BAPTIST PACIFIST FELLOWSHIP. invites 
your support. For details of membership write : 
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45 Museum Street, W.C.1. 


Rev. Leslie Worsnip, 63, Loughborough Rd., Quorn, 
Leics. 





BUILD YOUR FUTURE 
Wisely @ Safely 


Let Your Money Earn 
3 ee FREE OF 
4/, 


Interest accrues from date of 
investment 


INCOME TAX 


“ Guide for Investors” sent 
on request 


ST. PANCRAS 
BUILDING SOCIETY 


For Social Saving 


Total assets exceed £2,250,000 


200, Finchley Road, London, N.W.3 
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—the British Commonwealth. 


SENTIMENTAL LINKS 


The position changed when in 1947 India, 
Pakistan and Ceylon became independent 
and asked to become members. The descrip- 
tion “ British’? was dropped. Since then 
Ghana and Malaya have joined. This year 
Nigeria and perhaps Cyprus will do so. 
Before long, the West Indies’ Federation, 
Sierra Leone and other territories will be 
candidates. 
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What is the case for this wider and ex- 
panding association? Partly it is still sen- 
timental. Even territories which have gone 
through repressions in their struggles for 
political freedom—India and Ghana, for 
example—have a sense of kinship with the 
liberal tradition within Britain and with 
much in the British administration they 
experienced over the years. 


Education so far as it has been available 
has been English. The leaders of the people 
have often been to English Universities. 






TNC WOTMMMOTIWCAIUIE SaUIe ALINE 
service is the main link of communication. 
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But are these adequate reasons for a 
political grouping? They will become less 
strong as time passes. Already Common- 
wealth countries in Asia and Africa act 
together in the United Nations more con- 
sciously than as members of the Common- 
wealth, and very often on colonial and 
racial issues they vote differently from 
Britain and the Anglo-Saxon members. The 
strong tendency in Africa is for the new 
nations and the peoples to associate on an 
African basis irrespective of past imperial 
links with European Powers. 


“ Without a plan, without direction, with- 
out a doctrine, the Commonwealth goes on 
—-simply because every member gets some 
benefit from it and nobody inside has any 
obvious interest in breaking it up,” says 
The Times (March 28). “ But,” it warns, 
“ there is no law of nature that makes in- 
stitutions immortal because for the time 
being they happen to work.” 


The Commonwealth happens to work. I 
believe it is of immediate value, first be- 


democracy. 


SPIRITUAL VALUES 


I would Jike to see the Prime Ministers 
now in London decide to appoint three or 
four of their number to prepare a Common- 
wealth Magna Charta establishing a code 
or conduct embodying racial equality, 
human rights, the political liberties of all 
peoples. 


South Africa could then choose between 
these fundamental principles and member- 
ship of the Commonwealth. Britain and all 
its members would be challenged to accept 
the Charta by applying its principles to 
their territories and peoples. 


The Prime Ministers now gathered in 
London will decide whether the Common- 
wealth shall in future be merely a club of 
material advantage or an association dedi- 
cated to the spiritual values of man. 


Copyright in Africa and Asia reserved to 
author, 





Send notices to arrive first post Monday. Include 
Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, street); nature of 
event; speakers, organisers (and secretary's address). 


Friday, May 6 
IPSDEN : Start of weekend course on the ‘‘ Life 
and Philisophy of Gandhi." Braziers Park, Ipsden, 
Oxen. Details from Director of Studies, School of 
Intergrative Social Research. 


Saturday, May 7 

LONDON, W.C.1: 10 a.m.-1_ p.m, Student Move- 
ment House, Gower St. Civil Defence rates 
refusers’ meeting. Direct Action Committee. 

LONDON, W.C.1: 2.30-5.30 p.m. Student Move- 
ment House, Gower St. Income Tax refusers’ 
meeting. Direct Action Committee. 

Sunday, May 8 

LONDON, .E.15: 7.30 . p.m. Theatre Royal, 
Stratford. Gala Concert in aid of the Defence 
Fund administered by Christian Action for victims 
of Sharpeville and Langa shootings, Tickets and 


details from Theatre Royal, Stratford, E.15, or 
Christian Action, 2, Amen Court, E.C.4. 

Monday, May 9 
RUGBY: 7.30 p.m. 57 Clifton Road, Group 


Meeting—‘ Passionate Pacifists—an Area Organiser’s 
Dream.’’ Speaker: Myrtle Solomon. PPU. 


SHEFFIELD; 7.30 p.m. City Memorial Hall. 
Peace Forum. Panel Members: Vera Brittain, Rev. 
R. G. Jones, MA, BD, J. Allen Skinner. Chairman: 
Councillor Mrs, M. Jowett. Sheffield PPU. 


Tuesday, May 10 


BRADFORD: 7.30 p.m. 
(Sunbridge Room). ‘‘ The 
1960.’ Speaker: Vera Brittain. 


Mechanics Institute 
Problems of Peace in 
Be 


LONDON, N.1: 7.30 p.m. 5 Caledonian Road, 
Kings Cross. ‘‘ Consequences of Disarmament.”’ 
Speaker: Stuart Morris. Refreshments. LPF. 


LONDON, W.C.1: 5 p.m. London School of 
Economics. ‘‘ Votes Against War.’’ Speaker : Ron 
Mallone of Fellowship Party. LSE Pacifist Society. 

SOUTHAMPTON : 7.30 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., 


Ordnance _ Rd. ** Aldermaston 1960,"" = Robert 
Hockley. PPU. 


Wednesday, May 11 


HUDDERSFIELD: 7.30 p.m. Fraternity Hall, 
Alfred St., Discussion ‘‘ Peace Problems of 1960.” 
introduced by Vera Brittain ; Chair Councillor E. L. 
Thackray. PPU, Women's Co-op Guild, CND. 


LONDON, S.W.1: 7.30 p.m. Central Hall, West- 
minster, Public Meeting on South Africa. Speaker : 
The Bishop of Johannesburg. Chairman: Lord 
Pakenham. Christian Action. 


Friday, May 13 
BRISTOL : 6-7 p.m. 6 Ashgrove Road, Redland. 


Speaker on Nyasaland. Discussion. Bristol PPU 
Groups. 
Saturday, May 14 

ALTON : 6.30 p.m. Market Sq. Public Meeting. 
Austin Underwood, Ted Berrow, John Hoyland, 
Martin Hyman. Alton & District CND. 

ALTON: 7.30 p.m. Methodist School Room. 
Film Show, ‘‘ Children of Hiroshima.’’ Speaker : 


Austin Underwood. Alton and District CND. 


LEICESTER : 7.45 p.m. 81 Clarendon Park Rd. 
‘“ Barly Days of Peace News.’’ Des, Oliver. PPU. 


LONDON, W.1: 2.30 p.m. Mahatma Gandhi 
Hall, Fitzroy Sq... Spring Fair. Adm. Is. Gala 
Entertninment 8 p.m., adm. 3s. 6d. London Region 
CND. 

Monday, May 16 

LONDON, S.W.7: 7.30 p.m. Albert Hall. “‘ Plan 
for Peace.’” Dr, Martin Niemoeller, the Bishop of 
Llandaff.. Rev. Clifford .Macquire and others. 
Tickets 2s. 6d. and Is. FoR. 


LONDON, S.W.1: 10.30 a.m, and 2.15 p.m. 
Ebury Bdg. Ho., Ebury Bdg. Rd. London Appel- 
late Tribunal for COs. . Public admitted. 


Tuesday, May 17 

LONDON, S.W.1: 7.30 p.m. 
Public Meeting. ‘‘ Radiation Hazards.’’ Prof. J. 
Rotblat, Dr. B. Stross, MP. Admn. free. Ques- 
tions invited. Organised by London nurses for all. 





Caxton Hall. 
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Ewery week! 


SATURDAYS 
LONDON, W.11: Portobello or Golborne Rd. 
Peace Bookstall in Market. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Helpers 
for two hours shifts are needed. Apply to Secre- 


tary, BAY 2086, or Organiser, FLA 7906. Por- 
chester PPU. 
SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 

LONDON: 72 Oakley Sq., N.W.1. Weekend 
work camps take place whenever possible. Phone 
EUS 3195. Work for needy sections of the com- 
munity. IVS, 

TUESDAYS 
MANCHESTER: 1-2 p.m. Deansgate Blitz Site 


Christian Pacifist open-air meeting. MPF. 
WEDNESDAYS 
LONDON : 8 p.m., 5 Caledonian Rd., N.1. Pacifist 
Youth Action Group. 
THURSDAYS 
LONDON, E.11: 8 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., Bush 
Lane (near Green Man), E.10 and E.11 Group PPU. 





NEW SHERWOOD SCHOOL, EPSOM 


A Co-educational, progressive, parent- 
owned school emphasising co-operation 
rather than competition, takes day and 
boarding pupils 5 to 18. EPSOM 9619 
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DE GAULLE PICKETED 
IN NEW YORK 


From Jim. Peck 


"THE 7th Regiment Armory, in the 
heart of the swanky, Park Avenue 
residential district, where President 
de Gaulle of France gave a recep- 
tion for several thousand people on 
April 26, was picketed in protest 
over French A-bomb tests in the 
Sahara. 


Along with the pacifist pickets were a size- 
able number of pickets from groups seek- 
ing freedom for Algeria. The chant 
“Freedom for Algeria” could be heard 
alternating with the chant “ Stop Nuclear 
Tests.” The pacifists’ picketing was spon- 
sored jointly by the War Resisters League 
and Young People’s Socialist League. 


BOGEY MAN 


Their leaflet was headed: “Charles de 
Gaulle, Whom Have You Impressed ? ” 
It goes on: 


“You have exploded your atomic bombs 
in Africa despite an overwhelming vote 
of censure by the United Nations, pro- 
tests from the entire African continent, 
negotiations of the atomic bomb Powers 
to establish some international sanity. 
You were blind) to the clear wisdom 
shown by your own countryman, Domi- 
nique Halevy, who wrote, before the 
‘tests, in Le Monde, ‘ Let the government 
which wants this bomb, explain to ‘us 
what sort of prestige it means to get out 
of it and whom it wants to impress. The 





In support of Algerian War victims 


MASS NON-VIOLENT ACTION 
IN FRANCE 


BOB LUITWEILER reports from Paris 


OVER 500 DISCIPLINED DEMONSTRATORS VOLUNTARILY COURTED ARREST LAST SATURDAY 

IN THE LARGEST FRENCH NON-VIOLENT DEMONSTRATION OF RECENT TIMES. THE LONG 
PROCESSION GATHERED ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF PARIS PREPARED TO MARCH TO THE CENTRE 
DE TRI DE VINCENNES, RECEPTION CENTRE FOR ARAB INTERNEES, TO PROTEST AGAINST THE 
INDISCRIMINATE INTERNMENT OF SOME 6,000 TO 7,000 NORTH AFRICANS IN FRANCE—WHO 
HAVE BEEN CHARGED WITH NO OFFENCE AND RECEIVED NO TRIAL OR HEARING. 
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Prosecuting the Foulness demon- 
strators on Monday (see page one) 
Mr. Thomas Jones said that in two 
weekends they had cost over £200 
in police rearrangements. It was 
“absolutely intolerable.” The 
demoanctratare coat cx months At 


Their statement proclaimed: “We 
feel obliged to also protest against the 
detention of those of every party, class, 
nation, creed or race. Our action is a 
witness of conscience.” 


When Pastor Henri Roser, one of those 
leading the group, formally explained the 
purpose of the demonstration to the wait- 
ing police officers, the procession which had 
been advancing in disciplined ranks of five 
was immediately blocked. 


Holding their banners above their heads 
the demonstrators sat on the ground where 
they were and maintained a complete 
silence. The  unresisting © demonstrators, 
completely limp, were tossed into police 
vans while their banners were snatched cut 
of their hands. 


Wave after wave of demonstrators ad- 
vanced to the police line, sat down, were 
packed into vans and whisked off. The 
neatly dressed participants, some in  busi- 
ness suits, some in clean working clothes, 
represented aimost every concerned group. 


Most of the best known French pacifist 
leaders were there, including Lanzo del 
Vasto, writer, French ashram leader and 
friend of Gandhi; Pastor Roser, president 
of the French Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion; Madame Trocmé, wife of the former 
International FoR travelling secretary; Luis 
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ment’s Town Hall where everyone’s name, 
age and address was recorded. 


The discipline and spirit of the whole 
demonstration would have been remark- 
ably good for experienced non-violent 
actionists, but most of these people had 
never been near a non-violent. demonstra- 
tion before, 


After five hours in the cellar, the par- 
ticipants were slowly released in small 
groups to prevent their gathering nearby. 
The organising committee, known as 
“Action. Civique Non-Violent,” plans. to 
have a much bigger demonstration soon, 
and almost all the participants are looking 
forward to being in it, 


OPEN TO ALL 


For the last three years Lanza del Vasto, 
who has lived with Gandhi, has held an 
annual training group in non-violence open 
to everyone interested, both religious and 
non-religious, Following the 1959 training 
programme the group decided to hold a 
demonstration in front of the North African 
internee Camp de Larzac. At’ this demon- 
stration it was decided to organise last Sat- 
urday’s larger one in Paris, 

Three times. they approached the Thol 
detainee camp insisting that they were’ as 
guilty as many of the ifnocent Arab in- 
ternees and should, therefore, be put in 
with..them. so. asusedgiwale a witnece acaimbt 


Their leaflet was headed: “Charles de 
Gaulle, Whom Have You Impressed ?” 
It goes on: 


“You have exploded your atomic bombs 
in Africa despite an overwhelming vote 
of censure by the United Nations, pro- 
tests from. the entire African continent, 
negotiations of the atomic bomb Powers 
to establish some) international. sanity. 
You were blind) to the clear wisdom 
shown by your own countryman, Domi- 
nique Halevy, who wrote, before the 
‘tests, in Le Monde, ‘ Let the government 
which wants this bomb, explain to ‘us 
what sort of prestige it means to get out 
of it and whom it wants to impress. The 
prestige of the bogey man ? . We 
already have a powerful weapon: we are 
innocent of the atom. ._Why not use this 
weapon and take moral leadership of the 
world ?”” 





demon- 


Prosecuting the Foulness 
strators on Monday (see page one) 
Mr. Thomas Jones said that in two 
weekends they had cost over £200 


in police rearrangements. It was 
“absolutely intolerable.” The 
demonstrators got six months. At 
this reckoning the Government, 
which has just. scrapped the 
£100,000,000 Blue Streak missile, 


would be jailed for 250,000 years. 








organises 


From BASIL DELAINE * 


from jail 


Johannesburg 


QUTLAWED Pan-African Congress workers told me last week: “ Our 

leaders are in jail, but we continue our non-violent struggle for a decent 
life.’ And this is how Congress men and women continue their fight against 
slavery and the brutality of the Verwoerd Government. 


Jailed. Pan-Africanist leaders 
ordered (in messages smuggled from jail) 
that Congress women supervise activities of 
young, inexperienced Congress men, 


The women—many of whom are workers 
for trade unions—have formed a central 
committee and delegated to three men in 
each street in’every Johannesburg township 
the. task of keeping before Africans the 
freedom aims of the P-AC. 


Plans have been made for P-AC funds to 
be taken out of the country. 


Meanwhile Johannesburg police last week 
searched Africans for passes on the city’s 
main streets. -And this despite the Govern- 
ment directive of a few days ago. that 
police, are to ask for passes only if they 
have reasonable ‘grounds for believing that 
JERS RY SEE WN RE Ee 


lished Peace News Ltd., 5 Caledonian Rd. 
Paolino NL, and printed in Ot. Britain by Goodwin 
Press Ltd., 135 Fonthill Road, London, N.4, 


have | an African has or is ‘about to commit a 
criminal offence. 


*Our correspondent cables: I believe I 


am the only white newsman in touch with 
the African political underground. 


in PN mext week 


PETER MOLOTSI, Secretary of the 

South African Pan-African Congress, 

in an interview in Accra with Gene Sharp 

corrects misrepresentations of the militant 
non-violent resistance movement. 


Gene Sharp concludes that the Pan-African 
movement may be the most thoroughly 
organised, most carefully prepared and 
disciplined non-violent resistance move- 
ment the world has yet seen—India not 
excepted. 


completely limp, were tossed into police 
vans while their banners were snatched cut 
of their hands. 


Wave after wave of demonstrators ad- 
vanced to the police line, sat down, were 
packed into vans and whisked off. The 
neatly dressed participants, some in’ busi- 
ness suits, some in clean working clothes, 
represented almost every concerned group. 


Most of the best known French pacifist 
leaders were there, including Lanzo del 
Vasto, writer, French ashram leader and 
friend of Gandhi; Pastor Roser, president 
of the French Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion; Madame Trocmé, wife of the former 
International FoR travelling secretary; Luis 
Massignon, Professor Emeritus of the Col- 
lege of France and president of the Friends 
of Gandhi; and. Pastor Voge, executive 
secretary of Christianism Social. The Sor- 
bonne faculty participants included profes- 
sors . of. mathematics, psychology. and 
philosophy, 


The first two van loads (which included 
all the demonstration leaders) were taken 
to the Bagnolet Cemetery, to the tomb of 
a young policeman, father of two children, 
who was killed by an Arab terrorist in 
Paris three weeks ago. 


A police official announced to the group, 
“Tf you people are for non-violence you 
should meditate in front of this tomb.” 
Pastor Roser, answering for the group said, 
“We appreciate your bringing us here, for 
we are surely against all violence, that of 
the Arab resistance as much as that being 
used by the French against the Arabs.” 

As the group was released they had 
a friendly talk with several police officers 
who wished them success. 


The rest of the 500 demonstrators were 


herded. politely by the police into the cati- 
comb-like cellar of the Third Arrondisse- 





Aldermaston Marchers 
deported 


TYNHE group of British supporters of the 

Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 
taking the Aldermaston March banner on 
to Paris for the “Summit” meeting were 
deported from Calais on Monday morning. 


French police. confiscated their banner 
and 5,000 leaflets. The marchers were ex- 
pecting to be joined en route to Paris by 
demonstrators from other European 
countries. 


OPEN TO ALL 


For the last three years Lanza del Vasto, 
who has lived with Gandhi, has held’ an 
annual training group in non-violence open 
to everyone interested, both religious “and 
non-religious, Following the 1959 training 
programme the group decided to hold a 
demonstration in front of the North African 
internee Camp’ de Larzac. At’ this demon- 
stration it was decided to organise last Sat- 
urday’s larger one in Paris. 

Three times, they approached the Thol 
detainee camp insisting that they were as 
guilty as many of the ifnocent Arab’ in- 
ternees and should, therefore, be put in 
with them so as to make a witness against 
the flagrant miscarriage of justice by shar- 
ing the suffering of its victims, Each time, 
and in subsequent demonstrations before 
other concentration camps in various parts 
of France, they have been hustled into vans 
and deposited as:much as 100 miles distant 
in isolated countryside, 

Twice. the group have held several days’ 
fasts to repent for all the violence both 
hidden and expressed in the Algerian con- 
flict and to share in a small way in the 
suffering it is causing, 


1,000 demonstrated 


from Ira Morris 


Secretary of the French Féderation 
Contre l'Armement Atomique. 


AT the Vincennes camp Algerian 
suspects are detained before being 
sent to the various detention camps 
in France and Algeria. 

The inhabitants of the camps (especially the 
camps in Algeria, but also those in 
France) are treated with extreme harsh- 
ness and inhumanity, In the Algerian 
camps.actual starvation is often the rule. 

I attended last Saturday’s demonstration 
personally and can assure the press that 
the number of those attending was 
around 1,000 (and not, as press reports 
said, “a few hundred”), 

The demonstration shows that not all 
Frenchmen are indifferent to the long- 
standing scandal of the detention camp 
system, which implies the imprisonment 
(without any form of trial) for indefinite 
periods, ranging up to years, of any 
Algerians who might vaguely be sus- 


pected by the police of giving assistance 
to the FLN, 


mittee Against Nuclear War, dealt with the subjects of the Conference : 
the French A-tests, the Algerian War, apartheid, and the general liberation 
of Africa. She went on to discuss the proposed Ghana training centre in 
non-violence which will take action against the French A-tests and assist 


liberation movements. 


Here she discusses some of the problems facing 


such a centre. 


ONE of the problems which must be 

overcome if successful non-violent 
action is to be taken either against the 
French tests or to stop the Algerian 
War is the extreme hostility towards, 
and suspicion of, the French. Small 
wonder if after two atomic bomb ex- 
plosions and a five-year-long Algerian 
War the French Government is not 
loved in Africa. 


But it was discouraging that in their 
speeches delegates did not distinguish be- 
tween the French Government and the 
French people, or between Right-wing and 
more liberal elements, 


It was also discouraging that there was 
a tendency to suspect the two French dele- 
gates, Esther Peter and Pierre Martin, both 
of whom had been members of the Protest 
Team against the French test, of being 
spies, and that the Committee on Algeria 
refused to allow Pierre Martin to appear 
before them, 


If French public opinion is to be suc- 
cessfully influenced Africans must join 
with progressive Frenchmen in making 
their protests, not practise an inverted 
nationalism. 


The national and personal rivalries which 
beset African politics are also obstacles in 
the path of co-operation in non-violent 
action, At the Conference there was much 
open discontent among the dependent states 
at the dominance of the independent states. 
The first day was given up entirely to a 
speech by Dr, Nkrumah and replies from 
the heads of delegations from independent 
states, and the second day to committee 
work, This meant no time at all was left 
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for speeches by non-independent countries. 
Vigorous representations caused the Con- 
ference to be extended by a day and the 
third day allocated to speeches by delegates 
from dependent territories, leaving the reso- 
lutions and closing speeches to the fourth 
day, 
Less obvious at the Conference and _ pro- 
bably more dangerous are the inter-State 








The entrance to the conference centre. 


as any government builds up an army and 
pursues power politics or repressive policies 
in its own country on the one hand, and 
supports the ideals of non-violence and the 
practice of positive action on the other, it 
is trying to combine two incompatible 
policies, 

At some stage the non-violent ideal will 
clash openly with the power politics, and 


From Africa and abroad they came to discuss positive action. In the patio 
of the Community Centre where the Accra Conference was held are left 
to right: H. J. Joof, Secretary General of the Gambia Workers’ Union; 
Gene Sharp, former Assistant Editor of Peace News, now engaged in 
research into non-violent resistance and totalitarianism at Oslo; and J. K. 
Tettagah, Secretary of the Ghana Trade Union Congress. 


rivalries which may lead to an initiative by 
one country being automatically distrusted 
in another, 


The good response to the Ghana-initiated 
Positive Action Conference suggests that in 
the face of the atomic bomb and _ other 
major problems these rivalries may be rele- 
gated to a secondary place, And if various 
states can be persuaded to co-operate in a 
positive action venture this will help to 
lessen mutual suspicions. 

But any long-term training centre will 
have to face these problems, and ensure 
that from the start it is independent of any 
one country and that control is exercised 
through a representative committee, with 
considerable discretion left to a board of 
reliable directors. Finance is one of the 
major difficulties facing a training centre in 
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the government -concerned will have to 


choose between the two. 


It is to be hoped Dr, Nkrumah will see 
the revelance of non-violence to his own 
defence arrangements and foreign and 
domestic policies as clearly as he sees its 
relevance to liberation movements and 
action against tests. If he has sufficient 
vision and courage to do this, Ghana may 
really lead the world towards a new kind 
of politics. His speech on April 7 con- 
tained this promise; the next few years will 
show whether it is to be fulfilled or whether 
it was merely a tactical gesture, 


THEORY AND PRACTICE 


Pacifists have much to learn from Africa. 
To talk to resistance leaders who wish to 


ractical non-violence is needed in South 
Africa; it is needed in Algeria; it is needed 
in Rhodesia and Nyasaland; in the “ silent 
areas” of Spanish and Portuguese colonial 
territories; and it is needed against the 
French atomic bomb, 


But if further eruptions of violence and 
unnecessary bloodshed are to be avoided 
practical non-violence is needed now. 


And it is not enough to stand on the 
side lines and advise the people engaged in 
the struggle to remain non-violent. We 
need to find practical methods of helping : 
the South Africans or the Algerians from . 
outside, This duty is not confined to Afri- 
cans; it is also ours. If we can stop the 
UK Government from supplying arms to 
South Africa, intensify the boycott of South 
African goods and a sporting boycott; and 
if we can devise similar actions in support 
of other oppressed peoples in Africa, par- 
ticularly those under British jurisdiction, 
then we shall be. helping the cause of 
liberty and of non-violence in Africa. 


FUTURE OF THE WORLD 


Whether or not non-violence is accepted 
in Africa may be decisive in deciding not 
only the future of that continent, but of the 
world. In Dr. Nkrumah’s words: “ The 
continent of Africa has been drenched with 
blood in the past, it has been raided for 
slaves, it has been partitioned, exploited 
and looted, Precisely because it has had 
this kind of past it is determined not to 
have that kind of future. If we succeed, 
and succeed we must, the whole of man- 
kind—not Africa alone—will reap immense 
benefits. Men with great foresight and 
knowledge all agree that the future of the 
world will be decided in Africa.” 
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DE GAULLE PICKETED 
IN NEW YORK 


From jim. Peck 


T['HE 7th Regiment Armory, in the 
heart of the swanky, Park Avenue 
residential district, where President 
de Gaulle of France gave a recep- 
tion for several thousand people on 
April 26, was picketed in protest 
over French A-bomb tests in the 
Sahara. 


1245 May 6, 


Along with the pacifist pickets were a size- 
able number of pickets from groups seek- 
ing freedom for Algeria: ©The chant 
“Freedom for Algeria” could be heard 
alternating with the chant ‘Stop Nuclear 
Tests.” The pacifists’ picketing was spon- 
sored jointly by the War Resisters League 
and Young People’s Socialist League. 


BOGEY MAN 


Their leaflet was headed: “Charles de 
Gaulle, Whom Have You Impressed ? ” 
It goes on: 


“You have exploded your atomic bombs 
in Africa despite an overwhelming vote 
of censure by the United Nations, pro- 
tests from, the entire African continent, 
negotiations of the atomic bomb Powers 
to establish some international sanity. 
You were blind. to the clear wisdom 
shown by your own countryman, Domi- 
nique Halevy, who wrote, before the 
‘tests, in Le Monde, ‘ Let the government 
which wants this bomb, explain to ‘us 
what sort of prestige it means to get out 
of it and whom it wants to impress, The 
prestige of the bogey man? . . . We 
already have a powerful weapon: we are 
innocent of the atom. _Why not use this 
weapon and take moral leadership of the 
world ?”” 
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BOB LUITWEILER reports from Paris 


OVER 500 DISCIPLINED DEMONSTRATORS VOLUNTARILY COURTED ARREST LAST SATURDAY 

IN THE LARGEST FRENCH NON-VIOLENT DEMONSTRATION OF RECENT TIMES. THE LONG 
PROCESSION GATHERED ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF PARIS PREPARED TO MARCH TO THE CENTRE 
DE TRI DE VINCENNES, RECEPTION CENTRE FOR ARAB INTERNEES, TO PROTEST AGAINST THE 
INDISCRIMINATE INTERNMENT OF SOME 6,000 TO 7,000 NORTH AFRICANS IN FRANCE—WHO 
HAVE BEEN CHARGED WITH NO OFFENCE AND RECEIVED NO TRIAL OR HEARING. 


Mtns tga ggg AG AUG H EUR AUD Hyg TENA ggg Ml gt 


demon- 
strators on Monday (see page one) 
Mr. Thomas Jones said that in two 
weekends they had cost over £200 


Prosecuting the Foulness 


in police rearrangements. It was 
“absolutely intolerable.” The 
demonstrators got six months. At 
this reckoning the Government, 
which has just scrapped the 
£100,000,000 Blue Streak missile, 
would be jailed for 250,000 years. 





organises 
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from jail 


Johannesburg 





Their statement proclaimed: ‘We 
feel obliged to also protest against the 
detention of those of every party, class, 
nation, creed or race. Our action is a 
witness of conscience.” 


When Pastor Henri Roser, one of those 
leading the group, formally explained the 
purpose of the demonstration to the wait- 
ing police officers, the procession which had 
been advancing in disciplined ranks of five 
was immediately blocked. 


Holding their banners above their heads 
the demonstrators sat on the ground where 
they’ were and maintained a complete 
silence: The  unresisting © demonstrators, 
completely limp, were’ tossed into police 
vans while their banners were snatched out 
of their hands. 


Wave after wave of demonstrators ad- 
vanced to the police line, sat down, were 
packed into vans and whisked off. The 
neatly dressed participants, some in busi- 
ness suits, some in clean working clothes, 
represented almost every concerned group. 


Most of the best known French pacifist 
leaders were there, including Lanzo del 
Vasto, writer, French ashram leader and 
friend of Gandhi; Pastor Roser, president 
of the French Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion; Madame Trocmé, wife of the former 
International FoR travelling secretary; Luis 
Massignon, Professor Emeritus of the Col- 


lege of France and president of the Friends 


of Gandhi; and. Pastor Voge, executive 
secretary of Christianism Social. The Sor- 
bonne faculty participants included profes- 
sors . of. mathematics, psychology and 
philosophy, 


The first two van loads (which included 
all the demonstration leaders) were taken 
to the Bagnolet Cemetery, to the tomb of 
a young policeman, father of two children, 
who was killed by an Arab terrorist in 
Paris three weeks ago. 


A police official announced to the group, 
“Tf you people are for non-violence you 
should meditate in front of this tomb.” 
Pastor Roser, answering for the group said, 
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ment’s Town Hall where everyone’s name, 
age and address was recorded. 


The discipline and spirit of the whole 
demonstration would have been remark- 
ably good. for experienced non-violent 
actionists, but most of these people had 
never been near a. non-violent demonstra- 
tion before, 

After five hours in the cellar, the par- 
ticipants were slowly released in small 
groups to prevent their gathering nearby. 
The organising committee, known as 
“Action. Civique Non-Violent,” plans to 
have a much bigger demonstration soon, 
and almost all the participants are looking 
forward to being in it, 


OPEN TO ALL 


For the last three years Lanza del Vasto, 
who has: lived with Gandhi, has held an 
annual training group in non-violence open 
to everyone interested, both religious and 
non-religious... Following the 1959 training 
programme the group decided to hold a 
demonstration in front of the North African 
internee Camp de Larzac. At’ this demon- 
stration it was decided to organise last Sat- 
urday’s larger one in Paris, 

Three times, they approached the Thol 
detainee camp insisting that they were as 
guilty as many of the ifnocent Arab in- 
ternees and should, therefore, be put in 
with them so as to make a witness against 
the flagrant miscarriage of justice by shar- 
ing the suffering of its victims. Each time, 
and in subsequent demonstrations before 
other concentration camps in various parts 
of France, they have been hustled into vans 
and deposited as*much as 100 miles distant 
in isolated countryside, 

Twice. the group have held several days’ 
fasts to repent for all the violence both 
hidden and expressed in the Algerian con- 
flict and to share in a. small way in the 
suffering it is causing, 


1,000 demonstrated 


